900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102

\/
KANSAS/\ Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212

STATE DEPARTMENT OF (785) 296-3201

EDUCATION www.ksde.gov

Child and Adult Care Food Program Day Care Home Sponsoring
Organization Pre-Approval Visit Waiver Request

1. State agency submitting waiver request and responsible State agency staff
contact information:

Kansas State Department of Education

Kelly Chanay, Director, Child Nutrition and Wellness
900 SW Jackson, Ste. 251, Topeka, Kansas 66612
Kelly.Chanay@KSDE.Gov

2. Region:
MPRO

3. Affirmation that eligible service provider participating in the waiver is in good
standing. XJYes [ INo

Any Sponsoring Organization of Day Care Homes considered to be in good standing by
KSDE is eligible for the waiver.

4. Description of the challenge the State agency is seeking to solve, the goal of
the waiver to improve services under the Program, and the expected outcomes if
the waiver is granted. [Section 12(1)(2)(A)(iii) and 12(I)(2)(A)(iv) of the NSLA]:

The director of First Choice Support Services is retiring effective October 2026.
Sunshine Connections has notified KSDE of its termination from the CACFP effective
October 1, 2026 as a Sponsoring Organization. The current director of Sunshine
Connections will move to become the director of First Choice Support Services. Kansas
State Department of Education (KSDE) has notified all Day Care Homes currently
sponsored by Sunshine Connections regarding the option to transfer to another
Sponsoring Organization. KSDE anticipates that many of the providers will transfer to
First Choice Support Services to remain under the director they are currently working
with. However, at the time of this application, it is unknown of the exact number of
providers that will transfer to First Choice Support Service and KSDE acknowledges
that there may be other Sponsoring Organizations that will be impacted by the closure
of Sunshine Connections. Thus, KSDE is requesting a waiver to allow First Choice
Support Services and any other Sponsoring Organization considered to be in good
standing by KSDE to not be required to conduct pre-approval visits with the Day Care


mailto:Kelly.Chanay@KSDE.Gov

Homes transferring from Sunshine Connections if at least a minimum of thirty (30)
providers transfer to the same Sponsoring Organization. The addition of thirty or more
Day Care Homes at one time would create numerous challenges. The providers under
the sponsorship of Sunshine Connections are located in the northwest corner of
Kansas. First Choice Support Services (located in central Kansas) and other
surrounding Sponsoring Organizations would be required to travel a large geographical
portion of the state in order to conduct pre-approval visits within the given time frame.
The extensive amount of travel time required of the Sponsoring Organization staff would
reduce the amount of time available to conduct routine monitoring.

This waiver of pre-approval visits would ensure that First Choice Support Services or
any other Sponsoring Organizations are able to efficiently and effectively utilize time
and resources. In addition, the waiver would ensure minimal disruption for the providers
and encourage continued participation in the CACFP. Implementation of this flexibility
would maintain Program accountability and ensure day care home provider retention in
the CACFP.

5. Specific Program requirements to be waived (include statutory and regulatory
citations). [Section 12(I)(2)(A)(i) of the NSLA]:

The Kansas State Department of Education, Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP State Agency), requests a waiver for the following requirement:

7 CFR 226.16(d)(1) Pre-approval visits to each facility for which application is made to
discuss program benefits and verify that the proposed food service does not exceed the
capability of the child care facility.

6. Detailed description of alternative procedures and anticipated impact on
Program operations, including technology, State systems, and monitoring:

This waiver would be granted to First Choice Support Services and any other
Sponsoring Organization considered to be in good standing by KSDE during the period
in which the day care home providers will be transferring from Sunshine Connections to
another Sponsoring Organization. The expected outcome of this waiver would allow
First Choice Support Services and other Sponsoring Organizations requesting the
waiver to reduce costs related to travel and limit staff burden while still meeting
monitoring requirements. The Sponsoring Organization shall apply for this waiver
flexibility by submitting a written request to the Director of Child Nutrition and Wellness.
Applicants are eligible to be considered for the waiver flexibility if at least thirty (30)
providers will transfer to the Sponsoring Organization applicant. The applicant shall
also provide justification to the Director of Child Nutrition and Wellness regarding why
the applicant should be approved for the waiver and specifically address the hardship or



burden that is intended to be lessened. The applicant Sponsoring Organization shall
also provide assurances that it will comply with all other CACFP monitoring regulations.

There will be minimal to no impact on program operations for the State Agency.

7. Description of any steps the State has taken to address regulatory barriers at
the State level. [Section 12(I)(2)(A)(ii) of the NSLA]:

There are no regulatory barriers at the state level.

8. Anticipated challenges State or eligible service providers may face with the
waiver implementation:

There are no major anticipated challenges for the State Agency or providers.

9. Description of how the waiver will not increase the overall cost of the Program
to the Federal Government. If there are anticipated increases, confirm that the
costs will be paid from non-Federal funds. [Section 12(1)(1)(A)(iii) of the NSLA]:

The approval of this waiver will not increase the overall cost of the Program to the
Federal Government. There are no additional staff costs to implement this waiver.

10. Anticipated waiver implementation date and time period:

The implementation timeline is August 15t, 2026 through September 30, 2026. Effective
only for Day Care Homes transferring from Sunshine Connections to First Choice
Support Services or any other Sponsoring Organization considered to be in good
standing by KSDE.

11. Proposed monitoring and review procedures:

KSDE will continue monitoring all Sponsoring Organizations through its Administrative
Review process to ensure all providers receive the required monitoring and oversight
from the Sponsoring Organization.

12. Proposed reporting requirements (include type of data and due date(s) to
FNS):

By January 1, 2027, First Choice Support Services and any other Sponsoring
Organization approved for the waiver will provide to KSDE a report of all day care home
providers in which the pre-approval visit waiver option was implemented for. The report
shall include provider name and address and attestation statement from the Sponsoring
Organization certifying that all providers in which the pre-approval visit was waived were
in good standing.



By February 1, 2027, KSDE shall report to USDA the number of pre-approval visits that
were waived under this waiver request.

13. Link to or a copy of the public notice informing the public about the proposed
waiver [Section 12(I)(1)(A)(ii) of the NSLA]:

https://chnw.ksde.gov/cacfp/cacfp-what's-new

14. Signature and title of requesting official:

Heltong Chonas

Director, Child Nutrition and Wellness, Kansas State Department of Education

Requesting official’s email address for transmission of response:
Kelly.Chanay@KSDE.Gov

TO BE COMPLETED BY FNS REGIONAL OFFICE:

FNS Regional Offices are requested to ensure the questions have been adequately
addressed by the State agency and formulate an opinion and justification for a response
to the waiver request based on their knowledge, experience and work with the State.
Date request was received at Regional Office:

1 Check this box to confirm that the State agency has provided public notice in
accordance with Section 12(1)(1)(A)(ii) of the NSLA

Regional Office Analysis and Recommendations:


https://cnw.ksde.gov/cacfp/cacfp-what's-new
mailto:Kelly.Chanay@KSDE.Gov

