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Child & Adult Care Food Program

August 4, 2026
Distributed to CACFP Authorized Representatives and Home Sponsors via Listserv and posted at
https.//cnw.ksde.gov, CACFP, CACFP Monthly Updates

Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

You Are Appreciated!

The KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness appreciates your continued work to keep Kansas kids nourished
and thriving through the CACFP, especially during the busy back-to-school season. We encourage you
to share pictures of the great meals, snacks, and activities being offered in your programs by using
the hashtag #FuelingKSKids or by emailing photos to any member of our team.

CACFP Certification Webinar - August 4

Join KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness for the CACFP Certification Webinar on Tuesday, August 4 from
1 to 2 p.m. Information will be provided about changes to the sponsor and site applications in KN-
CLAIM and new guidance for PY 2027. The webinar link is available on the CNW Calendar.

CACEFP Certification

Program Certification will be available in KN-CLAIM after the webinar on August 4. All forms and
documents must be completed and submitted for approval by August 31 for Home Sponsors and
by September 18 for CACFP Centers. CACFP Certification Guides for Centers and Homes will be
available in KN-CLAIM under the Quick References drop-down menu.

Cyclospora Outbreak Updates

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in
collaboration with state and local partners, continue to monitor a multistate outbreak of Cyclospora
infections. Currently, FDA's traceback investigation and outbreak data continue to converge on
iceberg lettuce from Taylor Farms de Mexico. Food service operators should continue to avoid all
products listed in Taylor Farms’ voluntary recall, which was sent to KSDE listservs on July 20. There is
currently no recommendation to discontinue serving other types of fresh produce that are not
subject to the recall. KSDE will provide updates if there is an expansion of the recall or identification
of another food as a possible source of Cyclospora infections. Food service staff should continue to
follow all standard food safety practices.

Sponsors are encouraged to follow updates on the outbreak, which are available from the FDA at
Investigation of 9-State Outbreak of Cyclospora llinesses: Iceberg Lettuce and from the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) at Cyclosporiasis Surveillance Data.

Reimbursement Rates
Reimbursement rates for July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027 are now posted at https://cnw.ksde.gov
under Key Links, Reimbursement Rates.
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CACFP Reimbursement Claim Reminders \
Original and upward claim revisions are due within 60 days of the end of the claiming month. As a
reminder, 60-day deadlines are outlined on the resource titled “Claim Deadlines - Program Year
2026."

Please note that voucher dates are not dependent on or altered by claim due dates. Vouchers,
including for Child & Adult Care Food Program Child Care Centers and Daycare Home Sponsors, are
typically posted on the first and third Tuesdays of each month between 8 and 9:30 a.m. This allows
direct deposit payments to be made on Fridays, as posting of vouchers is a four-business day
process before payment is received via ACH direct deposit (if ACH is not set up, physical checks are
mailed on Thursdays of the vouchering week). Center/Site and Sponsor Claims in “Approved"” status
by 8 a.m. on each applicable Tuesday will be batched and paid that corresponding Friday. Multiple
claims can be paid in one batch. For questions regarding claims or meal reimbursement payments,
please contact Dessa Gifford, Public Service Administrator for School Finance, at (785) 296-4965 or
dessa.gifford@ksde.gov.

REQUIRED: Annual Civil Rights Training

“Front line staff” and their supervisors must have civil rights training annually. “Front line staff”
includes employees who interact with program applicants or participants regarding program
services and benefits. Sponsors can use the “Annual Civil Rights Training Documentation” handout
found in the forms section of Chapter 6 of the CACFP Administrative Handbook and/or use the “Civil
Rights Compliance in Child Nutrition Programs” training on the KSDE Training Portal under K12 Staff,
Child Nutrition & Wellness: General Classes. Be sure to keep documentation of civil rights training on
file. Training rosters with original participant signatures must be uploaded annually during Program
Certification.

Household Contacts Policy to Verify Attendance & Enrollment of Participants

Sponsoring Organizations (multi-site sponsors) must establish a system and written policy in which
the sponsor verifies attendance and enroliment information by contacting adult members of
households as part of site reviews. The household contact process is not required for At-Risk
Afterschool Meals sites or homeless or emergency shelters. The policy should contain information
detailed in Chapter 11 of the Administrative Handbook. New this year, the policy will be documented
in the Center Management Plan in KN-CLAIM.

USDA Updates

Order USDA Team Nutrition Materials

Team Nutrition encourages schools, summer meal sites, and child care organizations to place orders
of print materials by August 14, 2026 to ensure they're stocked and ready for a successful start to
the school year. Please note that several print materials will be retired after August 17, 2026, and its
uncertain which items will remain available for printing going forward. Ordering now helps
programs prepare for fall activities and ensures they have the resources they need for the upcoming
season. For all bulk orders, please email Team Nutrition at TeamNutrition@USDA.gov.
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On-Demand CACFP Halftime: Thirty on Thursdays Webinar “Serving Meats and Meat
Alternates at Breakfast in the Child and Adult Care Food Program”

USDA’s Team Nutrition is excited to announce the release of an on-demand CACFP Halftime Thirty
on Thursdays webinar and the related CACFP meal pattern training slides and worksheet titled
“Serving Meats and Meat Alternates at Breakfast in the Child and Adult Care Food Program."

These resources highlight current CACFP meal pattern requirements and demonstrate how these
standards align with the recently released Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030 and the
accompanying Real Food Pyramid. The resources discuss menu planning flexibilities, strategies for
offering a variety of meats and meat alternates, and frequently asked questions related to serving
meats and meat alternates at breakfast in the CACFP. Visit the Serving Meats and Meat Alternates at
Breakfast in the Child and Adult Care Food Program webpage to get the training worksheet,
recorded webinar, and training slides. The National CACFP Sponsors Association (NCA) is offering the
opportunity to submit and track this training for continuing education credits. Additional

information about this opportunity is available on NCA's website.

Professional Development & Training
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to CACFP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov,
Training, CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links or
registration information. Upcoming trainings include:

e CACFP Certification Webinar on August 4 from 1-2 p.m.

e CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals on August 5 from 1-2 p.m.

e CACFP Determining Eligibility / IEC Summary on August 18 from 1-3 p.m.

¢ Food Safety Basics on August 19 from 2-5 p.m.

e Farm to Plate Training on September 2 from 2-3 p.m.

e Regional Fall Farm Tours on September 11 and 18 (locations below)

e CACFP Monitoring on September 15 from 1-3 p.m.

e CACFP Jump Start for Centers (in-person) on October 28 in Wichita

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal: CACFP
Allowable Costs Tutorial (40 min), under CACFP Tutorials.

If you would like to schedule an in-service, culinary coach session, or have questions about
professional development, contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Culinary Coaches Training Program

This training opportunity allows sponsors to request in-person, hands-on culinary training
conducted at their site. Sponsors can choose from five training topics: Critical Culinary Skills,
Knife Basics, Cooking Basics, and Baking Basics: Quick Breads or Yeast Breads. The sessions
are led by trained culinary coaches and focus on developing culinary skills that will better enable
child nutrition program sponsors to prepare scratch and speed scratch recipes. If interested in
scheduling a culinary coach session, please contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.
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REQUIRED Training: CACFP Annual Administrative Training
At least one representative from each sponsor must complete CACFP Annual Administrative Training
annually. Sponsors who were unable to attend a live virtual session must take the training online.
The training will be posted soon on the KSDE Training Portal under K12 Staff, Child Nutrition &
Wellness: CACFP.

CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Training - August 5

Sponsors and sites interested in being reimbursed for a supper and/or snack served after the school
day can learn more about CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals on Wednesday, August 5 from 1 to 2 p.m.
This training will discuss CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals and help participants identify eligible sites
and programs, recognize the required recordkeeping elements, accurately claim meals and/or
snacks, and utilize helpful resources. The training link is available on the CNW Calendar.

CACFP Determining Eligibility and IEC Summary Training - August 18

By taking this training, participants will be able to identify and utilize enrollment and income
eligibility forms, recognize the required elements of CACFP enrollment, accurately make eligibility
determinations, and create an Income Eligibility Categories Summary. Participating in this training
can help prevent costly errors found during administrative reviews and audits. It will be held virtually
on Tuesday, August 18 from 1 to 3 p.m., and the training link is available on the CNW Calendar.

Farm to Plate Training - September 2

Prepare for Farm to School Month in October by joining KSDE to learn about resources and best
practices available to support Farm to Plate initiatives. The training will be held virtually on
Wednesday, September 2 from 2 to 3 p.m., and the training link is available on the CNW Calendar.

Regional Fall Farm Tours
KSDE Child Nutrition and Wellness is excited to host the fourth year of regional fall farm tours across
Kansas. Tour participants will ride on a bus to visit farms and hear from food partners about
sourcing Kansas products. A free local foods lunch will be served at an area school as part of the
tour. The farm tours are free to attend. Sponsors attending the tours will receive education,
resources, networking, and inspiration to incorporate local products into Child Nutrition Program
menus. Locations are below. To register, email Eryn Davis at Eryn.Davis@ksde.gov.

e St)ohn - September 11

e Marysville - September 18

CACFP Monitoring Training - September 15

This training will cover CACFP monitoring requirements and oversight activities for sponsoring
organizations. Participants will learn about required CACFP monitoring review elements, monitoring
review tools, resources, and best practices. It will be held virtually on Tuesday, September 15 from
1to 3 p.m., and the training link is available on the CNW Calendar.

CACFP Jump Start for Centers (in-person) - October 28
Join KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness for this free six-hour training on October 28 in Wichita.
e The Business of CACFP will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and provide information on
enrollment and income eligibility forms, meal counts, and claims.
e Meal Planning for CACFP will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. and provide information on
recordkeeping requirements for menu planning and meal documentation. Individuals can
register for the morning, afternoon, or both sessions.
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Both sessions are recommended for authorized representatives of centers and support staff who
provide assistance to the authorized representative. To register, contact Pam Rosebaugh at
Pam.Rosebaugh@ksde.gov.

New Resources

CACFP Virtual Summit - August 19-27

The National CACFP Association will be hosting its virtual summit on August 19-27. The summit will
include four days of practical sessions, expert speakers, and fresh ideas spread across two weeks.
With sessions on nutrition, program administration, operations, financial management, and more,
attendees will walk away with new tools, strategies, and renewed purpose. Sponsors can find more
information about the event and how to register at this link: CACFP Virtual Summit 2026 - Event
Registration.

If you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child nutrition
consultant or call the Child Nutrition & Wellness office at (785) 296-2276.

For more information, contact:

<)

Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
( g Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA (_/ (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
=/-——— Kansans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
_ CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in

its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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