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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

We Appreciate You!

Did you know KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness has a Facebook page? Search for “Child Nutrition and
Wellness - Kansas State Department of Education” to see the great work happening in child nutrition
programs across the state. Please share your delicious meals and snacks and engaging activities by
posting with #FuelingKSKids or emailing photos to any member of our team. We appreciate all your
work to keep Kansas kids nourished and thriving through the CACFP.

Claim Payments in July - Child Care Centers & Daycare Homes

The state accounting systems will tentatively reopen the week of July 12, allowing payments to
resume being posted. We intend to post payments on Tuesday, July 14 and July 21. Please
remember that Site and Sponsor Claims must be in “Approved” status by 8 a.m. each applicable
Tuesday morning to be batched and paid that Friday. Also, please note that multiple claim months
can be paid in one batch. Questions regarding claims or reimbursement payments can be directed
to Dessa Gifford, Public Service Administrator, at (785) 296-4965 or dessa.gifford@ksde.gov.

CACFP Certification Webinar - August 4

Join KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness for the CACFP Certification Webinar on Tuesday, August 4 from
1to 2 p.m. Information will be provided about changes to the sponsor and site applications in KN-
CLAIM and new guidance for PY 2027. The webinar link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

Have You Updated Sponsor Information in KN-CLAIM Lately?
As August and September signal the start of the school year, it's a good time to update information
in KN-CLAIM:

e Inform the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness office of any change in the authorized
representative by completing and mailing the “Appointment of a New Authorized
Representative” form.

e Update the sponsor application and site applications with the current authorized
representative, board president, executive director, and/or other contact persons, if needed.
Review names, titles, and contact information for all positions.

e If any sites are no longer needed or new sites need to be added, contact your child nutrition
consultant.

e Update the meal service times and meals offered if there have been or will be changes.

e Check if food safety training is needed. Update KN-CLAIM if a recent food safety training has
been completed.

e Update Food Service Management Company Vendor Information when there is a change in
the contract provider.
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Reimbursement Rates \
Reimbursement rates for PY 2027 will be posted at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Key Links,

Reimbursement Rates when they are available from USDA. Rates are typically released in mid-july.

WIC Program Information

Sponsors must provide information on the importance and benefits of the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) to the parents/guardians of enrolled
children. Sponsors can meet this requirement by posting a WIC program fact sheet in the facility,
making WIC brochures available, posting a link to the WIC webpage on the sponsor website,
Facebook page, newsletter, parent handbook, or providing it to families upon initial enrollment. The
WIC Program Fact Sheet can be accessed at https://cnw.ksde.gov, then scroll to the bottom of the
webpage and click on the Kansas WIC logo.

USDA Updates

SP 08-2026, Expanding Fluid Milk Options in Child Nutrition Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Administration (FNA), (formerly Food and
Nutrition Service), has issued the implementation memorandum, SP08-2026, CACFP04-2026:
Expanding Fluid Milk Options in Child Nutrition Programs, to Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Regional
Office and State Agency Directors to provide information and guidance on implementation of the
final rule with comment period published by FNA on May 8, 2026, titled, Expanding Fluid Milk
Options in Child Nutrition Programs (91 FR 25073) effective June 8, 2026.

This rule expands fluid milk options by allowing operators of the National School Lunch Program,
School Breakfast Program, Child and Adult Food Program, and the Special Milk Program for
Children to offer whole and reduced-fat milk to participants two years and older. This rule codifies
milkfat requirements following enactment of the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2025 (P.L. 119-
69) and supports the statutory requirements for meals to align with the goals of the Dietary
Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030. By removing previous fluid milkfat-content restrictions, this
deregulatory rule restores flexibility to Program operators, allowing them to offer a greater variety
of fluid milk options, including whole and reduced-fat milk, to meet the nutrition needs and
preferences of the children and adults they serve.

New Child Nutrition Programs Food Industry Toolkit

The new USDA child nutrition programs Food Industry Toolkit provides a consolidated page of Team
Nutrition resources dedicated to our food industry partners. These resources support food products
available to organizations operating school meal programs, the Child and Adult Care Food Program,
and the Summer Food Service Program. Resources are grouped by topic, including child nutrition
(CN) labels, Product Formulation Statements, crediting, and more. |deal for orienting new food
industry staff and refreshing existing partners, this toolkit aims to provide all relevant resources in
one place and reduce the time needed to access information that supports USDA's child nutrition
programs.
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Professional Development & Training
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to CACFP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov,
Training, CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links or
registration information. Upcoming trainings include:

e SNP/CACFP Annual Administrative Training on July 7 from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

e Food Safety Basics on July 15 from 2-5 p.m.

e CACFP Annual Administrative Training on July 28 from 1-4 p.m.

e CACFP Certification Webinar on August 4 from 1-2 p.m.

e CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals on August 5 from 1-2 p.m.

e CACFP Determining Eligibility / IEC Summary on August 18 from 1-3 p.m.

e CACFP Monitoring on September 15 from 1-3 p.m.

e CACFP Jump Start for Centers on October 28 in Wichita

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal: Balancing
Budgets & Better Meals: Cost Control Strategies (1 hour), under General Classes.

If you would like to schedule an in-service, culinary coach session, or have questions about
professional development, contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Culinary Coaches Training Program

This training opportunity allows sponsors to request in-person, hands-on culinary training
conducted at their site. Sponsors can choose from five training topics: Critical Culinary Skills,
Knife Basics, Cooking Basics, and Baking Basics: Quick Breads or Yeast Breads. The sessions
are led by trained culinary coaches and focus on developing culinary skills that will better enable
child nutrition program sponsors to prepare scratch and speed scratch recipes. If interested in
scheduling a culinary coach session, please contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

REQUIRED Training: CACFP Annual Administrative Training - July 28

Sponsors should make plans to attend CACFP Annual Administrative Training. At least one
representative from each Sponsor must complete this training. Join the training on July 28 from 1 to
4 p.m. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. The
training will be recorded and available on the KSDE Training Portal at a later date.

For sponsors operating both the School Nutrition Program (SNP) and CACFP, a joint SNP/CACFP
Annual Administrative Training will be held on July 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Training - August 5

Sponsors and sites interested in being reimbursed for a supper and/or snack served after the school
day can learn more about CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals on Wednesday, August 5 from 1 to 2 p.m.
This training will discuss CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals and help participants identify eligible sites
and programs, recognize the required recordkeeping elements, accurately claim meals and/or
snacks, and utilize helpful resources. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.
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N
CACFP Determining Eligibility and IEC Summary Training - August 18
By taking this training, participants will be able to identify and utilize enrollment and income
eligibility forms, recognize the required elements of CACFP enrollment, accurately make eligibility
determinations, and create an Income Eligibility Categories Summary. Participating in this training
can help prevent costly errors found during administrative reviews and audits. It will be held virtually
on Tuesday, August 18 from 1 to 3 p.m., and the training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov
under Training, CNW Calendar.

CACFP Monitoring Training - September 15

This training will cover CACFP monitoring requirements and oversight activities for sponsoring
organizations. Participants will learn about required CACFP monitoring review elements, monitoring
review tools, resources, and best practices. It will be held virtually on Tuesday, September 15 from

1 to 3 p.m., and the training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

CACFP Jump Start for Centers - October 28
Join KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness for this free six-hour training on October 28 in Wichita.
e The Business of CACFP will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and provide information on
enroliment and income eligibility forms, meal counts, and claims.
¢ Meal Planning for CACFP will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. and provide information on
recordkeeping requirements for menu planning and meal documentation. Individuals can
register for the morning, afternoon, or both sessions.

Both sessions are recommended for authorized representatives of centers and support staff who
provide assistance to the authorized representative. To register, contact Pam Rosebaugh at

Pam.Rosebaugh@ksde.gov.

If you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child nutrition
consultant or call the Child Nutrition & Wellness office at (785) 296-2276.

For more information, contact:

ﬂ Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
( ) Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA (_/ (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
=/—- Kansans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
_ AN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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