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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines 
We Appreciate You! 
The KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team appreciates each of you and your work to prepare for 
summer meals, and we can’t wait to hear your plans. Remember to use the hashtag 
#FuelingKSKids when sharing your preparations and activities. Not on social media? Don’t 
hesitate to email pictures to anyone on the Child Nutrition & Wellness team. 
 
SFSP Renewal Documents – Due by May 1 
SFSP renewal documents must be submitted in KN-CLAIM by May 1. The KSDE Child Nutrition & 
Wellness website provides all the information and documents needed to renew your organization’s 
SFSP participation. Download the KN-CLAIM Quick Reference for SFSP Program Initiation or Renewal 
at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Summer Food Service Program, Program Initiation/ Renewal. The 
Instructions for Program Renewal document details how to access KN-CLAIM and update the SFSP 
Sponsor Application and the Site Application(s). All sponsors will also need to complete the Sponsor 
Budget in KN-CLAIM. Finally, Sponsors must upload required documents to the Checklist Tab in KN-
CLAIM. Contact your child nutrition consultant or our Topeka office at (785) 296-2276 if you need 
help completing any renewal documents. 
 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) OR Seamless Summer Option (SSO)? 
School sponsors can choose to operate either the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the 
Seamless Summer Option (SSO). A Comparison of Summer Meal Programs has been developed to 
explain these two options and help sponsors determine the right fit. It is available at 
https://cnw.ksde.gov under SFSP, SFSP What’s New. If you are a school sponsor and would like to 
discuss these options, contact our Topeka office at (785) 296-2276 or your child nutrition consultant. 
 
Updated SFSP Forms and Resources 
Many SFSP forms have been updated to reflect recent changes in SFSP policies and guidance. 
Updated forms include: 

• https://cnw.ksde.gov, SFSP Admin Handbook, Chapter 3, Related Forms: 
o Annual Civil Rights Training Documentation 
o Civil Rights Training Talking Points 

• https://cnw.ksde.gov, SFSP Admin Handbook, Chapter 2, Related Forms: 
o Income and Expense Ledger 
o Vended Meals Contract Prototype – Coming Soon! 
o Pricing Adult Meals Guide 

 
Reimbursement Rates 
Reimbursement rates for PY 2026 are now available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Key Links, 
Reimbursement Rates.  
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Summer Kick-Off Events 
Kick-off events are a great way to raise awareness among parents, recruit volunteers, and generate 
excitement for summer meals. If you have plans for a kick-off event this summer, please share them 
by emailing Emily Bonilla at emily.bonilla@ksde.gov. 
 
SUN Bucks 2026 
SUN Bucks, also known as Summer EBT, is a program to help families buy food for their school-aged 
children during the summer. SUN Bucks auto-enrollment was completed in February, and notices 
have been sent to those households. If a child’s household did not receive a letter from the 
Department for Children and Families (DCF) regarding SUN Bucks eligibility, they can apply through 
the DCF Self-Service Portal at dcfapp.kees.ks.gov. SUN Bucks benefits will be issued in summer 2026. 
Updates about the distribution timeline will be shared as details become available. More 
information, FAQs, and informational flyers in both English and Spanish can be found on the SUN 
Bucks webpage at SUNBucks.dcf.ks.gov. 
 
Kansans CAN 2025-26 Best Practice Awards – Nomination Deadline is June 30 
The purpose of the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards is to encourage and reward outstanding 
practices in Child Nutrition & Wellness Programs in Kansas. We encourage you and your staff to 
make nominations for outstanding and/or innovative practices. A simple one-page nomination form 
is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, SNP What’s New. Nominations are due to the Child 
Nutrition & Wellness office on or before June 30. Awardees will be notified by July 31, and 
presentations will be made at the August State Board of Education meeting. Please contact any Child 
Nutrition & Wellness team member for assistance with the application process. We look forward to 
receiving your nominations and celebrating the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards at the August 
State Board of Education Meeting! 
 
USDA Updates 
SP 05-2026, 2026 Appropriations Act: Effect on Child Nutrition Programs 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service has released the policy memorandum, 2026 Appropriations Act: 
Effect on Child Nutrition Programs (SP 05-2026, CACFP 03-2026, SFSP 03-2026). Consistent with the 
guiding principles regarding nutrition programs identified by USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins to 
clarify statutory, regulatory, and administrative requirements, this memo provides guidance 
regarding implementation of the Continuing Appropriations, Agriculture, Legislative Branch, Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Extensions Act, 2026 (Public Law 119-37).   
 
Professional Development & Training 
Training Opportunities 
Many opportunities for learning are available to SFSP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training, 
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links. Upcoming trainings 
include:  

• SFSP Menu Planning on April 28 from 2-4 p.m. 
• Summer Meals: Best Practices in Local Foods & Menu Planning on April 29 from 2-3 p.m. 
• Serving Safe Summer Meals on May 12 from 2-3 p.m. 
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On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at 
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, 
Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) at 
https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal:  

• 2026 Wellness Wednesdays: Navigating Milk & Dairy Options (1 hour) – under General 
Classes 

• 2026 Wellness Wednesdays: Antibiotics & Hormones in Beef Production (1 hour) – under 
General Classes 

 
SFSP Annual Administrative Training (REQUIRED) – Complete by May 15 
This training helps participants understand SFSP regulations, operate successful programs, and 
identify resources to assist with the implementation of the SFSP. All new and returning sponsors 
must have at least one representative complete this training in order to operate the SFSP in 
summer 2026. The training was held live virtually on March 31, and a recording will be available on 
the KSDE Training Portal at https://learning.ksde.org soon. The training must be completed by May 15. 
 
Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas Training (REQUIRED) – Complete by May 15 
This training explains requirements for operating non-congregate meal service sites based on USDA 
guidance. If your sponsor is planning to offer non-congregate meals through the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) in summer 2026, at least one 
representative must attend this training. The training will be held live virtually on April 1, and a 
recording will be available on the KSDE Training at https://learning.ksde.org soon. The training must 
be completed by May 15. 
 
SFSP Menu Planning – April 28 
This training covers the SFSP meal pattern requirements, how components and food items fit into 
the SFSP meal pattern, and how to implement Offer vs. Serve and Serve Programs in the SFSP. It will 
be held virtually on Tuesday, April 28 from 2 to 4 p.m. The training link is available at 
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. 
 
Summer Meals: Best Practices in Local Foods & Menu Planning – April 29 
This webinar will highlight Kansas sponsors and their innovative ideas for serving up successful 
summer meal programs. Sponsor best practices in local foods and menu planning will be highlighted. 
Plan to join the virtual training on Wednesday, April 29 from 2 to 3 p.m. The training link is available 
at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. 
 
Serving Safe Summer Meals – May 12 
In this session, participants will learn how to protect program foods by practicing good personal 
health and hygiene habits, learning how to handle program foods safely, following proper cleaning 
and sanitizing protocol, and accessing resources to reinforce food safety practices.  The training will be 
held virtually on Tuesday, May 12 from 2 to 3 p.m. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov 
under Training, CNW Calendar. 
 
Summer Meals Resources from No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices 
No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices hosts webinars on a range of topics to share best practices 
and help stakeholders end childhood hunger in their community. Check out resources and 
upcoming webinars at Homepage | No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices 
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New Resources 
Hydroponic Tower Gardens 
Child Nutrition & Wellness has two gently used hydroponic tower gardens available to give away to 
interested sponsors on a first come, first serve basis. To claim a tower garden, please contact Eryn 
Davis at eryn.davis@ksde.gov or 785-296-5060. 
 
Harvest of the Month Materials 
Child Nutrition & Wellness will be placing an order for additional Harvest of the Month materials. 
Materials include posters, static clings and stickers for each month of the calendar year. If you are 
interested in receiving Harvest of the Month materials, please contact Eryn Davis at 
eryn.davis@ksde.gov or 785-296-5060. 
 
Summer Outreach Materials 
KSDE has free promotional materials for your site to use this summer, including yard signs, feather 
flags, door hangers, window clings, and “Locate a Site Near You” business cards. Portable hand-
washing station supplies are available to any Sponsor operating a meal service site without access to 
running water. New sites are also eligible for a Team Nutrition Kit and/or a Summer Meals Food 
Safety Kit. All items will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Email CNW@ksde.gov to 
request materials. 
 
Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays 
Summer Child Nutrition Programs are the perfect time to incorporate local foods. CNW has two 
resources, Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays, to assist with adding local foods into 
program menus. Find downloadable resources with recipes, newsletter handouts, activities, 
curriculum, and more at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Farm to Plate, What’s New. 
 
Local Food Sourcing at the Farmers’ Market 
Farmers’ markets are a great way to source locally throughout the summer months. The farmers’ 
market provides locally grown produce, meat, and eggs, and can be a great way to connect with 
farmers and ranchers in your community. A list of registered farmers’ markets is available here. 
 
No Kid Hungry Non-Congregate Grants 
No Kid Hungry is offering rural non-congregate grant opportunities for sponsors implementing 
and/or expanding operations this summer. These grants will support the expansion of non-
congregate summer feeding models by providing funding to sponsors operating the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) or Seamless Summer Option (SSO) in rural communities. Grant funds will be 
prioritized for sponsors seeking to expand the reach of non-congregate meal programs in high-
priority communities. More information is available here. Grant inquiries will be accepted on a 
rolling basis through May 7. 
 
As always, if you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child 
nutrition consultant or the Topeka office at (785) 296-2276. 
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For more information, contact: 
 
Kelly Chanay 
Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 
(785) 296-2276 
https://cnw.ksde.gov 
kelly.chanay@ksde.gov 

Kansas State Department of Education 
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212 
(785) 296-3201 
www.ksde.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  
 

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in 
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person 
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General 
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201. 
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