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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

Preparing for Summer 2026

This update provides an overview of essential guidance and reminders to help prepare for summer
operations. Important training opportunities to add to your calendar are also included.

As you make summer plans, please notify Emily Bonilla at emily.bonilla@ksde.gov if your operations
will be significantly different than last year - not participating, more sites, fewer sites, more days,
fewer days, more children, fewer children, etc.

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) OR Seamless Summer Option (SSO)?

School sponsors can choose to operate either the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the
Seamless Summer Option (SSO). A Comparison of Summer Meal Programs has been developed to
explain these two options and help sponsors determine the right fit. It is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under SFSP, SFSP What's New. If you are a school sponsor and would like to
discuss these options, contact our Topeka office at (785) 296-2276 or your child nutrition consultant.

Reimbursement Rates
Reimbursement rates for PY 2026 will be posted at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Key Links,
Reimbursement Rates as soon as they are available from USDA.

Summer Kick-Off Events

Kick-off events are a great way to raise awareness among parents, recruit volunteers, and generate
excitement for summer meals. If you have plans for a kick-off event this summer, please share them
by emailing Emily Bonilla at emily.bonilla@ksde.gov. If you need assistance planning a kick-off event,
now is the perfect time to start. Feel free to reach out to Emily for help.

USDA Updates

Updated Procurement Thresholds
This announcement provides notification that procurement thresholds have been updated by the
Office of Management and Budget, effective October 1, 2025. The final rule at 90 FR 41872 amends
the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) to further implement a statute, which requires an
adjustment every five years of statutory acquisition-related thresholds for inflation. Thresholds
administered under Federal awards are referenced in 48 CFR 2.101 (also known as FAR 2.101) and
increased to the following starting October 1, 2025:
e Federal micro-purchase threshold increased from $10,000 to $15,000 and;
e Federal simplified acquisition threshold (formerly known as the Federal small purchase
threshold) increased from $250,000 to $350,000.
e Note: Kansas state purchasing requirements still require formal purchasing to be used for
non-food items and services valued at $20,000 or more.
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State agencies and program operators are reminded to continue referencing Federal procurement \
regulations at 2 CFR 200, which cite the above regulations. This update applies to all child nutrition

programs including the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP),
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).

State and local agencies continue to possess the authority to set lower micro-purchase and
simplified acquisition thresholds, thereby imposing more restrictive procurement requirements. If
the state has not set a lower threshold, local Program operators may set higher limits in line with
regulations found at 2 CFR 200.320(a)(1). Kansas state purchasing requirements require formal
purchasing to be used for non-food items and services valued at $20,000 or more.

This notification supersedes and rescinds SP 20 CACFP 07 SFSP 06-2019 Revised.

USDA Area Eligibility Map

USDA's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is excited to announce that the Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) and Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Area Eligibility mapper has been
updated for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. This update aligns with USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins'
commitment to provide timely and satisfactory customer service.

At the beginning of each fiscal year, USDA releases a special tabulation of American Community
Survey (ACS) data provided by the United States Census Bureau, which can be used to establish area
eligibility in both CACFP and SFSP. To make the data easier to use, the data release is accompanied
by an interactive mapping tool, which now reflects the FY 2026 update.

The data set is also available for download on USDA's open data site. To learn more about using
census data for establishing area eligibility for CACFP and SFSP, please review SP 08, CACFP 04, SFSP
03-2017, “Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition Programs.”

USDA Rural Designation Map

USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is pleased to announce an update to the FNS Rural
Designation Map for the summer meal programs, effective January 1, 2026. This update aligns with
USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins’ commitment to provide timely and satisfactory customer service.

This update reflects new releases of the Federal data sources used to define rural areas in the
summer meal programs. The FNS Rural Designation Map has been updated to reflect these changes.
This tool allows State agencies and sponsors to determine if a proposed site may be designated as
rural for purposes of the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer Option (SSO).

For more information on rural designations and the data sources used to define rural in the summer
meal programs, please see policy memorandum SFSP 04-2024, SP 06-2024:
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/rural-designations-memo

USDA Resources

SFSP Administration Guide

The Summer Food Service Program Administration Guide describes the policies and best practices for
successful operation of traditional in-person summer meal sites and alternate meal service options
for rural communities. It is tailored to anyone who is interested in learning program policy including,
but not limited to, how to participate, apply, administer, and operate the SFSP at various levels. It is
available at SFSP Administration Guide | Food and Nutrition Service.
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Summer Meals Nutrition Guide

The Summer Meals Nutrition Guide was developed to help sponsors plan and serve menus with a
variety of nutrient-rich foods and beverages and operate a safe and successful food service. This
resource, designed primarily for sponsors who prepare meals on-site or in a central kitchen, offer
guidance on menu planning, nutrition information, recordkeeping requirements, food purchasing
and storage, and food safety and sanitation. It is available at Summer Meals Nutrition Guide | Food
and Nutrition Service.

Professional Development & Training
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to SFSP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training,
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links. Upcoming trainings
include:
¢ Introduction to SFSP on March 3 from 2-3 p.m.
e Civil Rights Compliance & Confidentiality in CNPs on March 4 from 2-3 p.m.
e SFSP Renewal Training on March 12 from 2-3 p.m.
e SFSP Annual Administrative Training on March 31 from 1-4 p.m.
¢ Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas on April 1 from 2-3 p.m.
e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Non-Congregate Meal Service on April 2 from 2-3 p.m.
e SFSP Menu Planning on April 28 from 2-4 p.m.
e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Local Foods & Menu Planning on April 29 from 2-3 p.m.

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to https://cnw.ksde.gov,
Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) at
https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn.

Introduction to SFSP - March 3

Join KSDE for an Introduction to the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) training on March 3 from
2 to 3 p.m. This training will provide a high-level overview of SFSP operations including sponsor
responsibilities, meal planning and documentation, claiming and reimbursement, and resources
available. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Civil Rights Compliance & Confidentiality in Child Nutrition Programs - March 4

Meeting USDA civil rights requirements and protecting confidential information are important
responsibilities of child nutrition program operators. Join KSDE on March 4 from 2-3 p.m. to learn
about these requirements and explore resources and information available to assist in carrying out
these responsibilities. Free and reduced price meal applications and what information may or may
not be disclosed will also be discussed. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

SFSP Renewal Training - March 12

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Renewal Training will be covered during the March Town Hall.
Plan to join KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness on March 12 at 2 p.m. The meeting link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.
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SFSP Annual Administrative Training - March 31 (REQUIRED)
This training will help participants understand SFSP regulations, operate successful programs, and
identify resources to assist with the implementation of the SFSP. All new and returning sponsors
must have at least one representative complete this training in order to operate the SFSP in
summer 2026. The training will be held on Tuesday, March 31 from 1-4 p.m. The training link is
available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. For those unable to attend the live
training, a recording will be available on the KSDE Training Portal.

Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas Training - April 1 (REQUIRED)

Non-congregate meal service is defined by USDA as “a food service at which meals are provided for
children to consume all of the components off-site.” This training will explain requirements for
operating non-congregate meal service sites based on USDA guidance. If your sponsor is planning
to offer non-congregate meals through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the
Seamless Summer Option (SSO) in summer 2026, at least one representative must attend this
training. It will be held on Wednesday, April 1 from 2-3 p.m., and the training link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. For those unable to attend the live training, a
recording will be available on the KSDE Training Portal.

Summer Meals: Best Practices in Non-Congregate Meal Service - April 2

This webinar will highlight Kansas sponsors and their innovative ideas for serving up successful
summer meal programs. Sponsor best practices in non-congregate meal service will be highlighted.
Plan to join the training on Thursday, April 2 from 2-3 p.m. The training link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

SFSP Menu Planning - April 28

This training covers the SFSP meal pattern requirements, how components and food items fit into
the SFSP meal pattern, and how to implement Offer vs. Serve and Serve Programs in the SFSP. It will
be held on Tuesday, April 28 from 2-4 p.m. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov
under Training, CNW Calendar.

Summer Meals: Best Practices in Local Foods & Menu Planning - April 29

This webinar will highlight Kansas sponsors and their innovative ideas for serving up successful
summer meal programs. Sponsor best practices in local foods and menu planning will be
highlighted. Plan to join the training on Wednesday, April 29 from 2-3 p.m. The training link is
available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

You are Appreciated!

The KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team looks forward to working with you in summer 2026! As
always, if you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child nutrition
consultant or the Topeka office at (785) 296-2276.

The CNW Team
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For more information, contact:

ﬂ Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
( Q Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA (_/ (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
=/-———— Kansans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
_ CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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