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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

We Appreciate You!

Did you know KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness has a Facebook page? Search for “Child Nutrition and
Wellness - Kansas State Department of Education” to see the great work happening in child nutrition
programs across the state. Please highlight the great work happening at your sites by sharing
photos with #FuelingKSKids, or by emailing them to any member of our team. We appreciate your
continued commitment to nourishing Kansas kids all summer.

Program Administration Reminders

e The training certificate must be uploaded to the Checklist tab in KN-CLAIM and be approved
prior to submitting claims.

e Please remember to update the site applications if there are any changes to meal service
times or dates. Inform your consultant about any modifications made to the site application to
ensure these changes can be approved as quickly as possible. This will help ensure correct site
information is available on the Child Nutrition & Wellness and USDA meal site locator maps.

e If adult meals are served, sponsors must charge at least the full cost of the meal (including
food and non-food supplies, and labor).

e For sites offering non-congregate meals, be sure meal service integrity plans and parent-
pick-up procedures are followed as indicated on the approved site application.

SFSP Reimbursement Claim Submission Deadlines
Original and upward revisions are due within 60 days of the end of the claiming month. For the
summer months, these deadlines are as follows:

e May claim due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, 07/30/2026

e June claim due by 11:59 p.m. on Saturday, 08/29/2026

e July claim due by 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, 09/29/2026

e August claim due by 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 10/30/2026

Please keep in mind that voucher dates are not dependent on or altered by claim due dates. The
state accounting systems will tentatively reopen the week of July 12, allowing payments to resume
being posted. We intend to post payments on Tuesday, July 14 and July 21. Please remember that
Site and Sponsor Claims must be in “Approved” status by 8 a.m. each applicable Tuesday morning to
be batched and paid that Friday. Also, please note that multiple claim months can be paid in one
batch. Questions regarding claims or reimbursement payments can be directed to Dessa Gifford,
Public Service Administrator, at (785) 296-4965 or dessa.gifford@ksde.gov.
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USDA Updates
SFSP 04-2026, Ensuring Integrity in Non-Congregate Meal Service in the SFSP
On June 9, 2026, FNA released SFSP 04-2026: Ensuring Integrity in Non-Congregate Meal Service in the
Summer Food Service Program. This memo provides best practices State agencies should implement
to ensure program integrity for rural non-congregate meal service in the Summer Food Service
Program. This guidance supports Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins’ commitment to clarifying
statutory, regulatory, and administrative requirements in the nutrition assistance programs.

New Child Nutrition Programs Food Industry Toolkit

The new USDA child nutrition programs Food Industry Toolkit provides a consolidated page of Team
Nutrition resources dedicated to our food industry partners. These resources support food products
available to organizations operating school meal programs, the Child and Adult Care Food Program,
and the Summer Food Service Program. Resources are grouped by topic, including child nutrition
(CN) labels, Product Formulation Statements, crediting, and more. Ideal for orienting new food
industry staff and refreshing existing partners, this toolkit aims to provide all relevant resources in
one place and reduce the time needed to access information that supports USDA's child nutrition
programs.

2026 Summer Reading Challenge
As we enter the summer months, the USDA Food and Nutrition Administration is asking for your
help in promoting Second Lady Usha Vance's 2026 Summer Reading Challenge.

The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge aims to build strong literacy skills, and, like summer meals,
help ensure that children go back to school confident and prepared to learn. Participation is simple:
From June 1 through September 4, children entering grades K-8 may read any 12 books and share a
reflection to qualify for prizes, including a chance to visit Washington D.C.

Posting flyers at meal sites or sharing the Reading Log with children as they pick up their meals are
easy ways to get started. Through partnerships with school and public libraries, sponsors can
provide books for students to read while they eat their meals. Sponsors may also conduct book
drives by asking members of the community to donate used books, or work with local literacy
organizations, to provide books that students can take home with them. Lastly, some friendly
competition (and future bragging rights) might be encouraged by highlighting the Summer Reading
Challenge Leaderboard.

Thank you for your continued partnership and commitment to supporting children and families
through USDA's summer meal programs. Let's work together to make Second Lady Usha Vance's
2026 Summer Reading Challenge a huge success.

Professional Development & Training

Training Opportunities

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn.
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SFSP trainings and tutorials on the KSDE Training Portal include:
e Introduction to SFSP (1 hour)
e SFSP Annual Administrative Training (3 hours)
e Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas (1 hour)
e Serving Safe Summer Meals (1 hour)
e SFSP Menu Planning (2 hours)
e Summer Meals: Best Practices for Serving Up Success (1 hour)
e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Local Foods & Menu Planning (1 hour)
e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Non-Congregate Meal Service (1 hour)
e NEW - SFSP Allowable Costs (25 min)
e Summer Food Service Program: Daily Meal Count Form (20 min)
e SFSP Food Safety Toolkit (20 min)

New Resources
Summer Meals Resources from No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices

No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices hosts webinars on a range of topics to share best practices

and help stakeholders end childhood hunger in their community. Check out resources and
upcoming webinars at No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices.

Summer Outreach Materials

KSDE has free promotional materials for your site to use this summer, including yard signs, feather

flags, door hangers, window clings, and “Locate a Site Near You"” business cards. Portable hand-

washing station supplies are available to any Sponsor operating a meal service site without access to

running water. New sites are also eligible for a Team Nutrition Kit and/or a Summer Meals Food
Safety Kit. All items will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Email CNW@ksde.gov to
request materials.

Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays

Summer Child Nutrition Programs are the perfect time to incorporate local foods. CNW has two
resources, Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays, to assist with adding local foods into
program menus. Find downloadable resources with recipes, newsletter handouts, activities,
curriculum, and more at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Farm to Plate, What's New.

Local Food Sourcing at the Farmers’ Market

Farmers’ markets are a great way to source locally throughout the summer months. The farmers’
market provides locally grown produce, meat, and eggs, and can be a great way to connect with
farmers and ranchers in your community. A list of registered farmers’ markets is available here.

If you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child nutrition
consultant or call the Child Nutrition & Wellness office at (785) 296-2276.
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For more information, contact:

<)

Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
( Q Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA (_/ (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
=/-———— Kansans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
_ CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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