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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

We Appreciate You!

Summer meals are in full swing, and the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team would like to express
our appreciation for your continued commitment to nourishing Kansas kids. Please highlight the
great work happening at your sites by sharing photos with #FuelingKSKids, or by emailing them to
any member of our team. We can't wait to celebrate the accomplishments of your summer meals all
season long.

State Holidays - June 19 & july 3
The KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness office will be closed on Friday, June 19 in observance of the
Juneteenth holiday and on Friday, July 3 in observance of Independence Day.

Program Administration Reminders

e Sponsors serving summer meals must complete program renewal and receive approval before
beginning operations.

e Please remember to update the site applications if there are any changes to meal service
times or dates. Inform your consultant about any modifications made to the site application to
ensure these changes can be approved as quickly as possible. This will help ensure correct site
information is available on the Child Nutrition & Wellness and USDA meal site locator maps.

e If adult meals are served, sponsors must charge at least the full cost of the meal (including
food and non-food supplies, labor, and the value of USDA foods).

Claim Deadlines for State Fiscal Year-End

Claims will be processed on Tuesday, June 2, and Tuesday, June 9. Site and Sponsor claims submitted
and in “Approved"” status by 8 a.m. on each respective Tuesday will be paid in June. When payments
are posted on Tuesdays, it is a four-business-day process before payment is received via ACH direct
deposit on that respective Friday (if not set up with ACH, physical checks are typically mailed on
Thursdays of the vouchering week).

SFSP Sponsor claims submitted after the June 9 deadline will still be paid (assuming the 60-day
deadline is met), but they will not be processed until the state accounting system reopens in July,
with anticipated direct deposit being Friday, July 17. Please note this date has changed!
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A
SFSP Reimbursement Claim Submission Deadlines
Original and upward revisions are due within 60 days of the end of the claiming month. For the
summer months, these deadlines are as follows:

e May claim due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, 07/30/2026

e June claim due by 11:59 p.m. on Saturday, 08/29/2026

e July claim due by 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, 09/29/2026

e August claim due by 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 10/30/2026

SUN Bucks 2026 - Benefit Distribution

SUN Bucks, also known as Summer EBT, helps thousands of Kansas families with food insecurity
feed their school-aged children during the summer months. SUN Bucks benefits will be distributed
beginning May 27 for those who have received an approval letter. Families will receive a one-time
benefit of $120 per year for each eligible child. SUN Bucks benefit distribution is anticipated
according to the following schedule:

Date First Letter of Last Name
May 27 A through G

May 28 H through M

May 29 N through S

May 30 T through Z

Households that have opted in to receive text communications from the Department for Children
and Families (DCF) may receive updates about the status of their SUN Bucks benefits from the
number 51523. If a household would like to opt in to receive text messages about the status of their
SUN Bucks benefits, they can do so by visiting the DCF Self-Service Portal at dcfapp.kees.ks.gov.

If a household did not receive a letter from DCF notifying them that their child is eligible for SUN
Bucks, they may apply online at SUNBucks.dcf.ks.gov. SUN Bucks applications are accepted until 5
p.m. on Aug. 31, 2026, with benefits being issued after eligibility is determined.

Kansans CAN 2025-26 Best Practice Awards - Nomination Deadline is June 30

The purpose of the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards is to encourage and reward outstanding
practices in Child Nutrition & Wellness Programs in Kansas. We encourage you and your staff to
make nominations for outstanding and/or innovative practices. A simple one-page nomination
form is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, SNP What's New. Nominations are due to the
Child Nutrition & Wellness office on or before June 30. Awardees will be notified by July 31, and
presentations will be made at the August State Board of Education meeting. Please contact any
Child Nutrition & Wellness team member for assistance with the application process. We look
forward to receiving your nominations and celebrating the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards at
the August State Board of Education Meeting!

Professional Development & Training

Training Opportunities

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn.
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SFSP trainings and tutorials on the KSDE Training Portal include:
e Introduction to SFSP (1 hour)
e SFSP Annual Administrative Training (3 hours)
e Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas (1 hour)
e Serving Safe Summer Meals (1 hour)
e SFSP Menu Planning (2 hours)
e Summer Meals: Best Practices for Serving Up Success (1 hour)
e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Local Foods & Menu Planning (1 hour)
e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Non-Congregate Meal Service (1 hour)
e Summer Food Service Program: Daily Meal Count Form (20 min)
e SFSP Food Safety Toolkit (20 min)

New Resources

Benefit screening tool available for families

Dairy MAX has partnered with Single Stop to help connect families with resources that make
nutritious food more accessible and attainable. Single Stop is a one-stop platform that simplifies
access to benefits and helps families check eligibility for programs like SNAP, WIC, utility assistance,
and healthcare support, find nearby food banks and community resources, explore nutritious
recipes, and more. Sponsors are encouraged to share this resource with families.

Summer Meals Resources from No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices

No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices hosts webinars on a range of topics to share best practices
and help stakeholders end childhood hunger in their community. Check out resources and
upcoming webinars at No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices.

Summer Outreach Materials

KSDE has free promotional materials for your site to use this summer, including yard signs, feather
flags, door hangers, window clings, and “Locate a Site Near You" business cards. Portable hand-
washing station supplies are available to any Sponsor operating a meal service site without access to
running water. New sites are also eligible for a Team Nutrition Kit and/or a Summer Meals Food
Safety Kit. All items will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Email CNW@ksde.gov to
request materials.

Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays

Summer Child Nutrition Programs are the perfect time to incorporate local foods. CNW has two
resources, Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays, to assist with adding local foods into
program menus. Find downloadable resources with recipes, newsletter handouts, activities,
curriculum, and more at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Farm to Plate, What's New.

Local Food Sourcing at the Farmers’ Market

Farmers’ markets are a great way to source locally throughout the summer months. The farmers
market provides locally grown produce, meat, and eggs, and can be a great way to connect with
farmers and ranchers in your community. A list of registered farmers’ markets is available here.

’

If you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child nutrition
consultant or call the Child Nutrition & Wellness office at (785) 296-2276.
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For more information, contact:

<)

Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
( Q Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA (_/ (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
=/-———— Kansans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
_ CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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