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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines 
We Appreciate You! 
As you prepare to kick off summer meal operations, please know how grateful the KSDE Child 
Nutrition & Wellness team is for the hard work and thoughtful planning you’ve put in. Remember 
to use the hashtag #FuelingKSKids when sharing photos from kick-off events and meal 
service sites. If you're not on social media, feel free to email pictures of the great meals and 
activities offered in your programs to any member of the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team. 
We look forward to hearing about and seeing the great successes of your summer meal service 
operations! 

Claim Deadlines for State Fiscal Year-End 
In June, Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) claims will be processed on Tuesday, June 2, and 
Tuesday, June 9. SFSP May claims submitted and in “Approved” status by 8 a.m. on Tuesday, June 9 
will be paid and money deposited on Friday, June 12. June claims won’t be paid until the state 
accounting system reopens in July, with anticipated direct deposit being Friday, July 10. 

Reimbursement Rates 
Reimbursement rates for PY 2026 are now available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Key Links, 
Reimbursement Rates.   

Summer Kick-Off Events 
Kick-off events are a great way to raise awareness among parents, recruit volunteers, and generate 
excitement for summer meals. If you have plans for a kick-off event this summer, please share 
them by emailing Emily Bonilla at emily.bonilla@ksde.gov. 

Kansans CAN 2025-26 Best Practice Awards – Nomination Deadline is June 30 
The purpose of the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards is to encourage and reward outstanding 
practices in Child Nutrition & Wellness Programs in Kansas. We encourage you and your staff to 
make nominations for outstanding and/or innovative practices. A simple one-page nomination 
form is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, SNP What’s New. Nominations are due to the 
Child Nutrition & Wellness office on or before June 30. Awardees will be notified by July 31, and 
presentations will be made at the August State Board of Education meeting. Please contact any 
Child Nutrition & Wellness team member for assistance with the application process. We look 
forward to receiving your nominations and celebrating the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards at 
the August State Board of Education Meeting! 
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SUN Bucks 2026 
SUN Bucks, also known as Summer EBT, is a program to help families buy food for their school-
aged children during the summer. SUN Bucks auto-enrollment was completed in February, and 
notices have been sent to those households. If a child’s household did not receive a letter from the 
Department for Children and Families (DCF) regarding SUN Bucks eligibility, they can apply through 
the DCF Self-Service Portal at dcfapp.kees.ks.gov. SUN Bucks benefits will be issued in summer 
2026. Updates about the distribution timeline will be shared as details become available. More 
information, FAQs, and informational flyers in both English and Spanish can be found on the SUN 
Bucks webpage at SUNBucks.dcf.ks.gov. 

Kansas City Food Hub Minimal Processing Program to Be Named After Barb Depew 
The Kansas City Food Hub is establishing a minimally processed program within the Mid-Continent 
Library’s Culinary Center. This initiative aims to take imperfect produce from member farmers and 
transform it into minimally processed items ready for school salad bars and snack times. The 
program is designed to provide farmers with an additional market for their produce while also 
reducing barriers to serving local food in school meals. The program will begin next year, providing 
minimally processed produce to the Lee’s Summit School District, with hopes to expand service to 
other districts in the future. The program will be named in honor of Barb Depew, former KSDE Child 
Nutrition & Wellness Farm to Plate Project Director, to recognize and celebrate her dedication as a 
continuous champion of Farm to School initiatives. Congratulations, Barb! 

Professional Development & Training 
Training Opportunities 
Many opportunities for learning are available to SFSP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training, 
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links. Upcoming trainings 
include: Serving Safe Summer Meals on May 12 from 2-3 p.m. 

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at 
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to 
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child 
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal: 

• SFSP Annual Administrative Training (3 hours) under Summer Meals 
• Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas (1 hour) under Summer Meals 
• Summer Meals: Best Practices in Non-Congregate Meal Service (1 hour) under Summer 

Meals 
• 2026 Wellness Wednesdays: Pesticides (1 hour) under General Classes 

SFSP Annual Administrative Training (REQUIRED) – Complete by May 15 
This training helps participants understand SFSP regulations, operate successful programs, and 
identify resources to assist with the implementation of the SFSP. All new and returning sponsors 
must have at least one representative complete this training in order to operate the SFSP in 
summer 2026. The training was held live virtually on March 31, and a recording is available on the 
KSDE Training Portal at https://learning.ksde.org under K12 Staff, Child Nutrition & Wellness: 
Summer Meals. The training must be completed by May 15. 
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Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas Training (REQUIRED) – Complete by May 15 
This training explains requirements for operating non-congregate meal service sites based on USDA 
guidance. If your sponsor is planning to offer non-congregate meals through the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) in summer 2026, at least one 
representative must attend this training. The training was held live virtually on April 1, and a 
recording is available on the KSDE Training Portal at https://learning.ksde.org under K12 Staff, Child 
Nutrition & Wellness: Summer Meals. The training must be completed by May 15. 

Serving Safe Summer Meals – May 12 
In this session, participants will learn how to protect program foods by practicing good personal 
health and hygiene habits, learning how to handle program foods safely, following proper cleaning 
and sanitizing protocol, and accessing resources to reinforce food safety practices.  The training will 
be held virtually on Tuesday, May 12 from 2 to 3 p.m. The training link is available at 
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. 

Summer Meals Resources from No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices 
No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices hosts webinars on a range of topics to share best practices 
and help stakeholders end childhood hunger in their community. Check out resources and 
upcoming webinars at Homepage | No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices 

New Resources 
Harvest of the Month Materials 
Child Nutrition & Wellness will be placing an order for additional Harvest of the Month materials. 
Materials include posters, static clings and stickers for each month of the calendar year. If you are 
interested in receiving Harvest of the Month materials, please contact Eryn Davis at 
eryn.davis@ksde.gov or 785-296-5060. 

Summer Outreach Materials 
KSDE has free promotional materials for your site to use this summer, including yard signs, feather 
flags, door hangers, window clings, and “Locate a Site Near You” business cards. Portable hand-
washing station supplies are available to any Sponsor operating a meal service site without access to 
running water. New sites are also eligible for a Team Nutrition Kit and/or a Summer Meals Food 
Safety Kit. All items will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Email CNW@ksde.gov to 
request materials. 

Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays 
Summer Child Nutrition Programs are the perfect time to incorporate local foods. CNW has two 
resources, Harvest of the Month and Farm Fresh Fridays, to assist with adding local foods into 
program menus. Find downloadable resources with recipes, newsletter handouts, activities, 
curriculum, and more at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Farm to Plate, What’s New. 

Local Food Sourcing at the Farmers’ Market 
Farmers’ markets are a great way to source locally throughout the summer months. The farmers’ 
market provides locally grown produce, meat, and eggs, and can be a great way to connect with 
farmers and ranchers in your community. A list of registered farmers’ markets is available here. 
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As always, if you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child 
nutrition consultant or the Topeka office at (785) 296-2276. 

For more information, contact: 

Kelly Chanay 
Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 
(785) 296-2276 
https://cnw.ksde.gov 
kelly.chanay@ksde.gov 

Kansas State Department of Education 
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212 
(785) 296-3201 
www.ksde.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.   

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in 
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person 
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General 
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201. 
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