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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

February Town Hall - February 12

The February Town Hall will cover important reminders and updates. Plan to join KSDE Child
Nutrition & Wellness on February 12 at 2 p.m. at this link: Join the meeting now (Meeting ID: 241 814
717 448 Passcode: hW7Wy3Ax). The link is also available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW
Calendar.

Updated Payment Schedule

Child Nutrition Program (CNP) reimbursement payments will typically be processed on only the first
and third Tuesdays of each month. Sponsor Claims that are in “Approved” status by 8 a.m. each
applicable Tuesday morning will get batched that week.

CNP vouchers are posted between 8 and 9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, which allows direct deposit payment
on Fridays (posting of vouchers is a 4-business-day process before Sponsors receive the payment via
ACH, and physical checks are mailed out on Thursdays).

The 60-day deadlines are outlined on the “Claim Deadlines - Program Year 2026,” available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov, SNP, Food Service Facts, Chapter 11: Claiming Reimbursement. Remember that
due dates are not altered or dependent on when payments are posted. Should you have any questions
regarding payments for CNPs, please contact Dessa Gifford, Public Service Administrator, School
Finance, at dessa.gifford@ksde.gov or (785) 296-4965.

Open SNP Audits

Due to staffing shortages, KSDE is working to clear the backlog of outstanding audits from past
program years (PY21-PY25). The sponsor may also receive a duplicate copy of a previous closed audit
letter to ensure the sponsor has received it. Safeguards are in place to ensure that fiscal action is not
assessed twice for the same audit. Please note that the disregard threshold was raised from $200 to
$600 beginning Oct 1, 2023 (Program Year 2024). If you have questions, contact information will be
listed at the bottom of the audit letter.

School Breakfast Waivers

Eating breakfast is one of the best ways to ensure students are healthy and able to achieve their full
potential. All Kansas public schools are required by State law to participate in the School Breakfast
Program unless they meet certain criteria and receive an annual waiver from the Kansas State
Department of Education. If morning preschool students are counted in the student enroliment count
on September 20, schools must offer these students breakfast. To receive a SY 2026-27 waiver
application and further information about the criteria and process, contact Arleen Anderson at 785-
296-2276 or aanderson@ksde.org.
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Reminder: Breakfast When School Starts Late
Schools should offer breakfast on days with late buses or late starts when it will be two (2) hours or
more from the time of the students’ arrival until all students have been served lunch. Some students
may have had longer bus rides and schedules that prevented them from having breakfast at home.
Students should be informed about breakfast procedures on late-start days. The school breakfast
menu must still meet program requirements. However, it may be simplified (i.e. cereal/crackers, fruit,
juice, and milk) to facilitate quick, easy service.

FSMC Monitoring & Advisory Committee Reminder

Sponsors contracting with a Food Service Management Company (FSMC) must monitor the operation
of the FSMC by conducting on-site visits and completing the Kansas Food Service Management Company
(CONTRACTOR) Monitoring Form, Form 14-A, for each site. This review ensures the FSMC is following the
terms of the contract and any other applicable Federal, State, and local rules and regulations. The
monitoring form is to be completed for each food service site at least two (2) times per school year.
Sponsors are to maintain documentation of monitoring and any corrective action taken.

The Food Service Advisory Committee is also required to meet twice a year and be documented with
notes or minutes. Ideally, the committee consists of parents, students, and staff. Many sponsors use
their Site Council, Student Council, or Wellness Committee and add an agenda item for food service
discussion. The committee may discuss menus (liked and disliked menu items), service (friendly and
helpful staff), whether food is served hot, whether food is served on time, if any taste tests are
offered, whether there is enough time to eat, if lines are reasonable, etc.

Timeline for Completing Monitoring Reviews & Advisory Committee Meetings
e August through December: Complete the first Monitoring Review for each food service site.
Conduct the first Food Service Advisory Committee meeting. Keep documentation on file.
e January through April: Complete the second Monitoring Review for each food service site.
Conduct the second Food Service Advisory Committee meeting. Keep documentation on file.

Submitting Monitoring Reviews and FSMC Advisory Board minutes
e Copies of all completed and signed Kansas FSMC Monitoring Form(s) (Form 14-A) along with
FSMC Advisory Committee minutes from each semester must be submitted with the annual
FSMC Renewal Addendum each spring. Sponsors that are procuring a new FSMC contract will
also submit their completed and signed Kansas FSMC Monitoring Form(s) (Form 14-A) along
with FSMC Advisory Committee minutes to KSDE each spring.

USDA Updates

SP 01-2026 Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2025

On January 14, 2026, President Donald J. Trump signed into law the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of
2025. This law amends Section 9(a)(2)(A) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1758(a)(2)(A)), revising requirements for milk provided through the United States Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) National School Lunch Program (NSLP).

USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) has issued a memorandum to Child Nutrition Program
Regional Office and State Agency Directors: SP 01-2026 "Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2025 -
Implementation Requirements for the National School Lunch Program."
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This memorandum and its attachment provide guidance on implementation of the updated fluid milk
requirements for school lunch as required by the new law. This amendment to the statute applies
only to the NSLP. Note: KSDE will be reaching out to the USDA Mountain Plains Regional Office for
clarification, and updates will be provided once additional guidance is received.

Now Available: Revised Product Formulation Statement (PFS) Templates and Samples

The recently revised Product Formulation Statement (PFS) templates and samples are available for
food industry partners to demonstrate how a food product may contribute to the meal pattern
requirements in Child Nutrition Programs (CNP). A PFS may be voluntarily provided by manufacturers
at the request of program operators, but it is not approved by USDA.

The revised PFS templates and samples add clarity and provide additional instructions for
manufacturers, and update terminology to align with current CNP guidance. A new sample PFS for
documenting how to credit a food product containing meats/meat alternates (M/MA) is included with
the revised PFS templates and existing samples for grains and vegetables. New samples for
combination foods that contribute to more than one meal component are also available.

The Tips for Evaluating a Manufacturer's Product Formulation Statement webpage was updated to
assist CNP operators with evaluating a manufacturer’s PFS. Program operators are encouraged to
review information about manufacturer documentation, including Child Nutrition (CN) labels, found
here: https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/manufacturer-documentation.

Professional Development & Training
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to SNP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training,
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links or registration
information. Upcoming trainings include:

¢ Wellness Wednesdays each Wednesday in February from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

o Food Safety Basics on February 18 from 2-5 p.m.

e Jump Start for New Directors on February 24 & 25 in Hays

e Introduction to SFSP on March 3 from 2-3 p.m.

o Civil Rights Compliance & Confidentiality in CNPs on March 4 from 2-3 p.m.

e Baking Boot Camp on March 16 & 17 in Salina

e Thriving Through School Wellness and Farm to Plate on April 9 in Wichita

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to https://cnw.ksde.gov,
Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) at
https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal: Managing Responses to Stressful
Events (1 hour), under General Classes.

If you would like to schedule an in-service, culinary coach session, or have questions about
professional development, contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.
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Culinary Coaches Training Program

This training opportunity allows sponsors to request in-person, hands-on culinary training conducted

at their site. Sponsors can choose from five training topics: Critical Culinary Skills, Knife Basics,
Cooking Basics, and Baking Basics: Quick Breads or Yeast Breads. The sessions are led by trained
culinary coaches and focus on developing culinary skills that will better enable child nutrition program
sponsors to prepare scratch and speed scratch recipes. If interested in scheduling a culinary coach
session, please contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Annual Procurement Training - REQUIRED

School nutrition program directors, management, and/or staff who work on procurement activities
must complete procurement training annually. All sponsors must complete at least one hour of
procurement training by June 30, 2026. A one-hour training, Procurement 101: The Basics, was held
on January 20. The training is available on the KSDE Training Portal at https://learning.ksde.org under
K12 Staff, Child Nutrition & Wellness: Procurement.

Virtual “Wellness Wednesdays” Webinars in February

Join KSDE for the annual "Wellness Wednesdays" webinar series. A one-hour virtual session will be
offered each Wednesday morning in February with topics aimed at assisting Kansas school wellness
committees in implementing wellness policies and creating healthier school environments. Sessions
will be from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Links to each week are available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

This year's theme is “Food Questions and Myth Busting with Kansas Farmers and Ranchers.” Join the
organizations powered by Kansas farmers and ranchers to explore your food questions, examine the
latest food trends, and engage in science- and nutrition-based conversations that strengthen your
confidence in the foods you choose for children. Topics will include:

e February 4: Seed Oils - Kansas Soybean Commission

e February 11: Navigating Milk and Dairy Options - Midwest Dairy

e February 18: Antibiotics and Hormones - Kansas Beef Council

e February 25: Pesticides - Kansas Farm Bureau

Jump Start for New Directors - February 24 & 25 in Hays

A two-day orientation for school nutrition program directors (including authorized representatives
and food service directors) will be held in Hays on February 24 and 25. This training offers a
comprehensive introduction to program responsibilities and highlights key resources and tools that
support compliance with federal and state regulations. Attendees will gain practical guidance,
insights, and best practices from KSDE child nutrition consultants while connecting with fellow new
directors to build a supportive professional network. For more information or to register, contact
Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Introduction to the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) - March 3

Is your sponsor interested in operating the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) this year? Join KSDE
for an Introduction to SFSP training on March 3 from 2 to 3 p.m. This training will provide a high-level
overview of SFSP operations including sponsor responsibilities, meal planning and documentation,
claiming and reimbursement, and resources available. The training link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.
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Civil Rights Compliance & Confidentiality in Child Nutrition Programs - March 4
Meeting USDA civil rights requirements and protecting confidential information are important
responsibilities of child nutrition program operators. Join KSDE on March 4 from 2-3 p.m. to learn
about these requirements and explore resources and information available to assist in carrying out
these responsibilities. Free and reduced price meal applications and what information may or may
not be disclosed will also be discussed. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

Baking Boot Camp - March 16 & 17 in Salina

KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will be hosting in-person “Baking Boot Camp” trainings on March 16
and 17 in Salina. This two-day training is intended for school bakers and aspiring school bakers.
Participants will learn about the baking process and techniques for baking in quantity production.

Quick breads will be covered on day one; yeast breads will be covered on day two. The training will be
held from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on both days. A $25 fee will be assessed per attendee, per day. To
register, email Marissa Hales at marissa.hales@ksde.gov and let her know whether you'll be attending
day one (March 16 - quick breads), day two (March 17 - yeast breads), or both days.

Thriving Through School Wellness and Farm to Plate - April 9 in Wichita

The Health and Wellness Coalition of Wichita will hold their annual Working Well Conference on Friday,
April 10 in Wichita. KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will be offering a pre-conference session on
Thursday, April 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. This session is free and will focus on school wellness policies
and Farm to Plate. Attendees will learn about the importance of local school wellness policies and
the related state and federal requirements. Resources, tools, and best practices for meeting wellness
policy requirements will be reviewed, and the Wellness Impact Tool in KN-CLAIM will be demonstrated.
Attendees will also learn how Farm to Plate can be an impactful strategy for supporting student health
and wellness. Kansas Farm to Plate initiatives and opportunities will be discussed. Registration is
available at https://hwcwichita.org/worksite-wellness/working-well-conference/registration/

Working Well Conference - April 10 in Wichita

The Health & Wellness Coalition of Wichita invites you to join them at their annual Working Well
Conference on Friday, April 10 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Wichita. The goal of the conference is for
individuals to leave with a renewed focus and energy to make a positive impact on the health and
well-being of each organization's most important resource - their people. This year's theme, Rooted in
Strength: Thriving in Any Environment, will focus on cultivating a thriving environment where your
team can put down roots and flourish, no matter the challenges faced. For more information and to
register, please visit the conference website at https://hwcwichita.org/worksite-wellness/working-well-
conference/

New Resources

National School Breakfast Week: March 2-6

National School Breakfast Week (NSBW) takes place March 2-6, 2026! This year's theme, “The Quest
for School Breakfast,” transforms breakfast from a daily routine into a shared adventure. It invites
students to see themselves as heroes embarking on a journey; one fueled by nutritious food and
supported by dedicated school nutrition professionals behind the scenes. Incorporate imaginative,
quest-inspired activities and visuals with SNA resources available at https://schoolnutrition.org/about-
school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/.
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Celebrate National Nutrition Month in March!
National Nutrition Month®, celebrated each year during March, focuses on the importance of making
informed food choices and developing healthful eating and physical activity habits. This year's theme
is "Discover the Power of Nutrition.” Nutrition has the power to help individuals and communities
thrive. More information, resources, and ideas to celebrate during March are available at National
Nutrition Month®.

Join the Kansas Safe Routes to School Walking School Bus Community!

Kansas Safe Routes to School (SRTS) encourages schools to register their walking programs and
become a part of our Kansas SRTS Walking School Bus community to receive support and resources,
including free safety items. A walking school bus is a group of children actively traveling to school with
one or more adults. Join Kansas SRTS for a 1-hour webinar on Wednesday, February 25, from 2 to 3
p.m. to start or energize a walking school bus in your community. Register for the webinar at Kansas
SRTS Webinar Registration.

Culinary Institute of Child Nutrition (CICN)

The Culinary Institute of Child Nutrition (CICN), a division of the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN), offers
a wide range of resources and training opportunities designed to strengthen culinary skills within
child nutrition programs. Their offerings include training programs, recipes, monthly webinars, and
instructional videos covering baking techniques, basic kitchen equipment, knife skills, and much more.
Explore all the CICN resources at https://theicn.org/cicn.

Earn a FREE Culinary Kit for Your School Kitchen!

Does your kitchen need a new digital scale or blender? Participate in the Local Foods Culinary Training
on the KSDE Training Portal and earn a free culinary kit for your school kitchen! Each school kitchen
with a staff member completing the training is eligible to receive a culinary toolkit consisting of
a dough cutter, wire whisk, digital scale, and blender (1 kit per school kitchen), while supplies
last. Instructions for completing the survey to receive the toolkit are posted at the end of the online
training. This 2-hour training features Kansas products and producers, gives helpful information on
how to implement Farm to Plate in Kansas Child Nutrition Programs, and provides recipes and
culinary tips for incorporating the Kansas products featured in the training into local menus. Go to
https://learning.ksde.org, K12 Staff, Child Nutrition & Wellness: General Classes, Local Foods Culinary
Training (2 Hours), to access the training.

You are Appreciated!

The KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team appreciates each of you and your work to create healthy
habits for a lifetime through the SNP. Be sure to share your best practices by using the hashtag
#FuelingKSKids! Not on social media? Don't hesitate to email pictures of the great meals and
activities being offered in your programs to anyone on the Child Nutrition & Wellness team!

As always, if you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child
nutrition consultant or the Topeka office at (785) 296-2276.

The CNW Team
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For more information, contact:

ﬂ Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
’ Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA (& (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
—_——— Kansans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General Counsel,
KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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