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July 6, 2026
Distributed to the School Nutrition Program Authorized Representatives Listserv and the Food Service
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\,

Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

We Appreciate You!

Did you know KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness has a Facebook page? Search for “Child Nutrition and
Wellness - Kansas State Department of Education” to see the great work happening in child nutrition
programs across the state. Please share your summer activities and behind-the-scenes preparations
by posting with #FuelingKSKids, or by emailing photos to any member of our team. We appreciate
all your hard work preparing for the upcoming school year.

PY 2027 Renewal Documents - Due July 15

Program renewal instructions and guidance can be downloaded from https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP,
Program Initiation/Renewal. Program renewal documents are due by July 15. Reimbursement
claims for PY 2026-27 cannot be processed until all program renewal documents are approved by
KSDE.

Wellness Policy Data - Required for Program Renewal

To submit PY 2027 renewal documents, the Wellness Impact Tool must be completed in PY
2026 in KN-CLAIM. The information submitted in the Wellness Impact Tool helps to accurately
reflect the sponsor’s status in relation to the current Kansas School Wellness Policy Model
Guidelines as of the end of SY 2025-26. School wellness policy data for every school district in Kansas
is available to the public on KSDE Data Central at www.ksde.gov under Data & Reporting, Data
Central, Child Nutrition & Wellness Reports.

Claim Payments in July - SNP & Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program (FFVP)

The state accounting systems will tentatively reopen the week of July 12, allowing payments to
resume being posted. We intend to post payments on Tuesday, July 14 and July 21. Please
remember that Site and Sponsor Claims must be in “Approved” status by 8 a.m. each applicable
Tuesday morning to be batched and paid that Friday. Also, please note that multiple claim months
can be paid in one batch. Questions regarding claims or reimbursement payments can be directed
to Dessa Gifford, Public Service Administrator, at (785) 296-4965 or dessa.gifford@ksde.gov.

REQUIRED Survey: Buy American Accommodation Procedures for SY 2025-26

The Buy American accommodation process provides KSDE the ability to approve temporary relief for
Sponsors that demonstrate they cannot meet the thresholds for non-domestic food purchases
established in 7 CFR 210.21(d)(5) and 7 CFR 220.16(d)(5). The first threshold limit for non-domestic
food purchases began in SY 2025-26 and requires that non-domestic food purchases are below an
annual threshold of 10% of total commercial food expenditures. All school sponsors are required to
complete a Buy American Accommodation Process for SY 2025-26 survey. The survey is available
at this link: Buy American Accommodation Process for School Year 2025-2026 Survey
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Reimbursement Rates /\
Reimbursement rates for July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027 will be posted at https://cnw.ksde.gov

under Key Links, Reimbursement Rates when they are available from USDA. Rates are typically
released in mid-july.

Indirect Cost Rates
Indirect Cost Rates for SY 2026-27 will be posted in July at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, What's
New. Food service uses the unrestricted rate in the last column. The rate for private schools is 15%.

Attendance Factor

The Attendance Factor for SY 2026-27 is 0.9276. Form 9A: Daily Record of Lunches Served includes
this attendance factor in the built-in edit check calculations. The updated form can be found

at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, Food Service Facts, Chapter 9.

Annual Financial Report - Due August 15

In order to complete the Annual Financial Report (AFR) in KN-CLAIM by August 15, you MUST
complete each of the Monthly Financial Reports (MFR) in KN-CLAIM on the MFR/AFR Tab in Program
Year 2026. Information from the MFRs will automatically roll up to create the AFR. When completing
the AFR, be sure to enter the End-Of-Year Balance of Uncollected Charges at the bottom of the form.
Remember that the AFR must match the sponsor’s food service fund account. For help completing
the MFR/AFR, contact your child nutrition consultant.

Monthly Financial Report - Frequently Asked Question

Question: My Monthly Financial Report is giving me an error. Where do | find the information for
Reimbursable Sales & Charges (line 33) and Non-Reimbursable Sales & Charges (line 34)?

Answer: Reimbursable Sales & Charges comes from the Daily Income Sales & Deposit Report (Form
10-A) Column D. Non-Reimbursable Sales & Charges comes from the Daily Income Sales & Deposit
Report (Form 10-A) Columns E, |, K, & L. The Daily Income Sales & Deposit Report (Form 10-A)
calculates these figures on page 2.

Excess Cash Balance - Food Service Fund

To maintain the nonprofit status of the Food Service Fund, the fund balance or net cash resources of
the fund should not exceed three (3) months' average expenditures. If the Food Service Fund
balance exceeds three months' average expenditures by more than 10%, the Annual Financial Report
will include a section titled “Plans and Actions to Reduce Excess Cash Balances.” The sponsor will
enter their planned expenditures to reduce the excess balance. KSDE will then review and approve
the plans. Only allowable expenses will be considered approvable. Before purchasing, sponsors must
obtain approval for any capital equipment expenses not on the “CNP Equipment List.” Complete the
“Equipment Purchase Request Form” to request approval of capital equipment not on the pre-
approved list. The “CNP Equipment List” and “Equipment Purchase Request Form” are available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, SNP Food Service Facts, Chapter 13.

Body Venture Exhibit - Spots Still Available!

Body Venture is KSDE's traveling health education exhibit for students in grades K-5. This exciting
exhibit can visit approximately 90-100 schools next school year. The Body Venture experience helps
students learn why it is important to “Eat Smart. Play Hard.” A few spots are still available to reserve
the exhibit for SY 2026-27. Contact Jonathan at Jonathan.Miller@ksde.gov for more information.
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KSDE Listserv Emails /\
KSDE IT staff is aware that some individuals have been experiencing issues with emails from the

KSDE listservs. These problems stem from a combination of KSDE's complex environment and the

age of the listserv software. KSDE IT staff have a plan to address these issues; however, it will take

some time to implement. KSDE is looking at replacing the listserv with a modern-day solution.

Updates will be communicated as changes are made. We apologize for the inconvenience and
appreciate your patience as KSDE works to resolve these issues. Monthly updates sent by KSDE

Child Nutrition & Wellness are available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, Monthly Updates.

August Town Hall
Plan now to join the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team for the August Town Hall on Thursday,
August 13 at 2 p.m. More details will be provided in the August Monthly Update.

USDA Updates

SP 08-2026, Expanding Fluid Milk Options in Child Nutrition Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Administration (FNA), (formerly Food and
Nutrition Service), has issued the implementation memorandum, SP08-2026, CACFP04-2026:
Expanding Fluid Milk Options in Child Nutrition Programs, to Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Regional
Office and State Agency Directors to provide information and guidance on implementation of the
final rule with comment period published by FNA on May 8, 2026, titled, Expanding Fluid Milk Options
in Child Nutrition Programs (91 FR 25073) effective June 8, 2026. This rule expands fluid milk options
by allowing operators of the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Child and
Adult Food Program, and the Special Milk Program for Children to offer whole and reduced-fat milk to
participants two years and older. This rule codifies milkfat requirements following enactment of the
Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2025 (P.L. 119-69) and supports the statutory requirements for
meals to align with the goals of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030. By removing
previous fluid milkfat-content restrictions, this deregulatory rule restores flexibility to Program
operators, allowing them to offer a greater variety of fluid milk options, including whole and reduced-
fat milk, to meet the nutrition needs and preferences of the children and adults they serve.

SP 09-2026, Buy American Accommodation Process for School Year 2026-2027

USDA’s Food and Nutrition Administration (FNA) is pleased to announce the release of the policy
memorandum, Buy American Accommodation Process for School Year 2026-2027 (SP 09-2026).

This memorandum provides guidance on the accommodation provision in 7 CFR 210.21(d)(8) and 7
CFR 220.16(d)(8) that allows the State agency to approve temporary relief for school food authorities
that demonstrate they cannot meet the thresholds for non-domestic food purchases established in
7 CFR 210.21(d)(5) and 7 CFR 220.16(d)(5) for school year 2026-2027.

New Child Nutrition Programs Food Industry Toolkit

The new USDA child nutrition programs Food Industry Toolkit provides a consolidated page of Team
Nutrition resources dedicated to our food industry partners. These resources support food products
available to organizations operating school meal programs, the Child and Adult Care Food Program,
and the Summer Food Service Program. Resources are grouped by topic, including child nutrition
(CN) labels, Product Formulation Statements, crediting, and more. Ideal for orienting new food
industry staff and refreshing existing partners, this toolkit aims to provide all relevant resources in
one place and reduce the time needed to access information that supports USDA's child nutrition
programs.
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Professional Development & Training /\
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to SNP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training,
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links or registration
information. Upcoming trainings include:

e SNP/CACFP Annual Administrative Training on July 7 from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

e Food Safety Basics on July 15 from 2-5 p.m.

e SNP Determining Eligibility (repeat session) on July 29 from 9-11 a.m.

¢ Is This Meal Reimbursable? Breakfast on August 5 from 8:30-10 a.m.

¢ Is This Meal Reimbursable? Lunch on August 5 from 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

e CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals on August 5 from 1-2 p.m.

¢ Regional Consultant Meetings in September

e Jump Start for Directors on October 21 and 22 in Chanute

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal:

e SNP Annual Administrative Training (4 hours), under SNP

e Balancing Budgets & Better Meals: Cost Control Strategies (1 hour), under General Classes

If you would like to schedule an in-service, culinary coach session, or have questions about
professional development, contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Culinary Coaches Training Program

This training opportunity allows sponsors to request in-person, hands-on culinary training conducted
at their site. Sponsors can choose from five training topics: Critical Culinary Skills, Knife Basics,
Cooking Basics, and Baking Basics: Quick Breads or Yeast Breads. The sessions are led by trained
culinary coaches and focus on developing culinary skills that will better enable child nutrition
program sponsors to prepare scratch and speed scratch recipes. If interested in scheduling a culinary
coach session, please contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

REQUIRED Training: SNP Annual Administrative Training

At least one representative from each sponsor must complete SNP Annual Administrative Training
annually. The training on June 2 was recorded and is now available on the KSDE Training Portal. The
remaining live virtual session is for sponsors that operate both SNP and CACFP. Join SNP/CACFP
Annual Administrative Training on July 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The training link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Menu Planning for School Meals Training
KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will be hosting in-person "Menu Planning for School Meals" training
sessions this summer. This six-hour training is intended for individuals responsible for menu planning;
it will cover the basics of the School Nutrition Program meal pattern then break down how to calculate
components. Attendees will practice calculating components through multiple activities with guidance
from instructors. The training will be held in the locations listed below from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. To
register, email Pam Rosebaugh at pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov with the location you plan to attend.

e Haysville - July 8

e DeSoto-July 16
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Healthier Kansas Menus Culinary Workshops \
KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will host regional culinary workshops featuring new recipes from
the revised Healthier Kansas Menus throughout July. All school nutrition program staff, regardless of
their culinary skill levels, are invited to participate. Attendees will learn new culinary techniques and
discover how to effectively incorporate local foods into their menus by preparing and taste testing
recipes. Space is still available for the locations listed below. The training will be held from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. To register, email Pam Rosebaugh at pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov with the location you
plan to attend.

e Andover - July 7

e Scott City - July 14

e Abilene - July 22

Baking Boot Camp
KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will host in-person “Baking Boot Camp” trainings this summer. This
two-day training is intended for school bakers and aspiring school bakers. Participants will learn about
the baking process and techniques for baking in quantity production. Quick breads will be covered on
day one; yeast breads will be covered on day two. The training will be held at the locations listed below
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on both days. A $25 fee will be assessed per attendee, per day. To register,
email Pam Rosebaugh at pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov with the location you plan to attend and whether
you'll be attending day one (quick breads), day two (yeast breads), or both days.

e Topeka - July 29 &30

e Hays-August5&6

SNP Determining Eligibility Training - July 29

This training will discuss the various ways in which student eligibility for free and reduced price
meals can be established. The two main options, direct certification and applications, will be
discussed. Participants will practice determining free and reduced price eligibility through example
applications. It was held virtually on June 25, and a repeat session will be held on July 29 from 9 to 11
a.m. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Is This Meal Reimbursable? - August 5
These trainings cover the meal pattern requirements for school breakfast and lunch. By going through
sample menus and choices, the trainings will provide participants practice identifying reimbursable
meals. Both sessions can be accessed from the same link, available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

e Is This Meal Reimbursable? Breakfast - August 5 from 8:30to 10 a.m.

e Is This Meal Reimbursable? Lunch - August 5 from 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Training - August 5

Sponsors and sites interested in being reimbursed for a supper and/or snack served after the school
day can learn more about CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals on Wednesday, August 5 from 1 to 2 p.m.
This training will discuss CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals and help participants identify eligible sites
and programs, recognize the required recordkeeping elements, accurately claim meals and/or
snacks, and utilize helpful resources. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.
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Regional Consultant Meetings - September /\
KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness consultants will be hosting meetings throughout the state in
September. The meetings will offer school food service staff the chance to network and connect with
other food service professionals. Consultants will provide program updates, conduct professional
development training on food safety (in honor of National Food Safety Education Month), and

facilitate discussions and sharing among attendees. All food service staff are welcome to attend!
Attendance can count towards annual professional development training hours. To register, please
email the consultant listed below for the location you wish to attend. All meetings will take place

from 2 to 4 p.m. We look forward to seeing you in September!

Date (from 2-4 p.m.) Location Email to Register
Wednesday, September 9 De Soto Cassie.Callaway@ksde.gov
Wednesday, September 9 Garden City Arely.Baeza@ksde.gov
Wednesday, September 9 Haysville Lynette.Osner@ksde.gov
Wednesday, September 16 Manhattan Valerie.Donelan@ksde.gov
Thursday, September 17 Atchison Karen.Seymour@ksde.gov
Thursday, September 17 Hutchinson Abi.Boxberger@ksde.gov
Thursday, September 17 Newton Jeanie.Galemore@ksde.gov
Thursday, September 17 Pratt Hilary.Hanvey@ksde.gov
Thursday, September 17 Salina Angela.Dittmer@ksde.gov
Thursday, September 17 Topeka Laura.Hodgson@ksde.gov
Monday, September 21 Lawrence Hannah.Tillery@ksde.gov
Wednesday, September 23 Hays Jessica.Reece@ksde.gov
Wednesday, September 23 Hoxie Dayna.Kriley@ksde.gov
Wednesday, September 23 Wichita Jeanie.Galemore@ksde.gov
Date to be determined Chanute Alicia.Newland@ksde.gov

Jump Start for Directors - October 21 & 22

A two-day orientation for school nutrition program directors (including authorized representatives
and food service directors) will be held in Chanute on October 21 and 22. This training offers a
comprehensive introduction to program responsibilities and highlights key resources and tools that
support compliance with federal and state regulations. Attendees will gain practical guidance,
insights, and best practices from KSDE child nutrition consultants while connecting with fellow
directors to build a supportive professional network. To register, email Pam Rosebaugh at
pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov.
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New Resources
Earn a FREE Culinary Kit for Your School Kitchen!
Does your kitchen need a new digital scale or blender? Participate in the Local Foods Culinary
Training on the KSDE Training Portal and earn a free culinary kit for your school kitchen! Each school
kitchen with a staff member completing the training is eligible to receive a culinary toolkit
consisting of a dough cutter, wire whisk, digital scale, and blender (1 kit per school kitchen),
while supplies last. Instructions for completing the survey to receive the toolkit are posted at the
end of the online training. This 2-hour training features Kansas products and producers, gives
helpful information on how to implement Farm to Plate in Kansas Child Nutrition Programs, and
provides recipes and culinary tips for incorporating the Kansas products featured in the training into
local menus. Go to https://learning.ksde.org, K12 Staff, Child Nutrition & Wellness: General Classes,
Local Foods Culinary Training (2 Hours), to access the training.

If you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your child nutrition
consultant or call the Child Nutrition & Wellness office at (785) 296-2276.

For more information, contact:

ﬂ Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
’ Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA « / (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
—_— . ;
_7—-—- Karsans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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