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Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

Happy National School Breakfast Week! March 2-6

The KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team appreciates each of you and your work to create healthy
habits for a lifetime through the SNP. This week, we are especially appreciative of all you do to ensure
children start their day with nutritious food. Check out the National School Breakfast Week (NSBW)
resources from the School Nutrition Association, and be sure to share your NSBW activities by
using the hashtag #FuelingKSKids! Not on social media? Don't hesitate to email pictures of the great
meals and activities being offered in your programs to anyone on the Child Nutrition & Wellness team.

Celebrate National Nutrition Month in March!

National Nutrition Month®, celebrated each year during March, focuses on the importance of making
informed food choices and developing healthful eating and physical activity habits. This year's theme
is "Discover the Power of Nutrition.” Nutrition has the power to help individuals and communities
thrive. More information, resources, and ideas to celebrate during March are available at National
Nutrition Month®.

March Town Hall - March 12

The March Town Hall will cover Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) renewal training along with
important reminders and updates. Plan to join KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness on March 12 at 2 p.m.
at this link: Join the meeting now (Meeting ID: 241 814 717 448 Passcode: hW7Wy3Ax). The link is also
available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

School Breakfast Waivers - Due by March 20

Eating breakfast is one of the best ways to ensure students are healthy and able to achieve their full
potential. All Kansas public schools are required by State law to participate in the School Breakfast
Program unless they meet certain criteria and receive an annual waiver from the Kansas State
Department of Education. If morning preschool students are counted in the student enrollment count
on September 20, schools must offer these students breakfast. To receive a SY 2026-27 waiver
application and for further information about the criteria and process, contact Arleen Anderson at
(785) 296-2276 or arleen.anderson@ksde.gov. Waiver applications are due by March 20.

Body Venture Exhibit - Request to Schedule Now Available for SY 2026-27

Body Venture is KSDE's traveling health education exhibit for students in grades K-5. This exciting
exhibit can visit approximately 90-100 schools next school year. The Body Venture experience helps
students learn why it is important to “Eat Smart. Play Hard.” The Request to Schedule Body Venture
form for SY 2026-27 is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov, SNP, SNP What's New. Submit your request
by May 31, 2026.
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Important! Community Eligibility Provision Notification Reporting Required /\
Using April 1 data, ALL SPONSORS except RCCls are required to:

e Goto https://cnw.ksde.gov, KN-CLAIM, SNP, Program Year 2026, Forms, Community Eligibility
Provision Notification to enter the required data.

e Enter the total number of students Directly Certified for the entire Sponsor (include Food
Assistance, Temporary Assistance for Families, Foster, and Medicaid Free from the Direct
Certification list as well as students certified as Migrant, Homeless, Runaway, Head Start or
Even Start, and non-applicants approved by local officials). Do not include Medicaid
Reduced.

e Enter the number enrolled with access to school meals for the entire Sponsor. Do not include
virtual students or students that attend a half day without access to a meal.

e After entering the Sponsor information, click “Save” to calculate and display the percentage of
Identified Students. The appropriate checkbox will indicate if the Sponsor is eligible or
potentially eligible to participate.

e Next, enter each site’s number of Directly Certified and enroliment with access to school
meals by clicking on the edit pencil next to each site’s name.

e Click the blue save icon to calculate, display the percentage of Identified Students, and SAVE the
site information. The appropriate checkboxes will indicate the eligibility status for each site.

e If considering participating in CEP, upload the enrollment rosters and Direct Certification
eligibility documentation that were used to complete the Community Eligibility Provision
Notification screen before certifying that the information is correct.

e Data must be entered by April 15 so that a list of Sponsors and sites eligible to participate can
be provided to USDA.

e Sponsors with at least one site eligible or potentially eligible to elect participation in the
Community Eligibility Provision will receive an email to contact their child nutrition consultant
if interested in participating in CEP.

e The current deadline to elect the Community Eligibility Provision is June 30, 2026.

Email Security Requirements

Due to a rise in phishing and scam emails, the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team requests that all
emails include a subject line and a brief description of any attachments. Emails sent without a subject
line or without a written message will be considered potential phishing or scam attempts and will be
reported to KSDE IT Security and deleted.

Afterschool Snack Program (ASP) Site Reviews

Sponsors participating in the Afterschool Snack Program (ASP) must review each site two times per
year. The first review must take place within the first four weeks of the site's operation each school
year, and the second review must be conducted at some point during the school year. Use the
Afterschool Snack Program On-Site Monitoring Form for documenting ASP site reviews. The form can
be found at https://cnw.ksde.gov, SNP, Food Service Facts, Chapter 26, Related Forms.

FSMC Monitoring & Advisory Committee Reminder

Sponsors contracting with a Food Service Management Company (FSMC) must monitor the operation
of the FSMC by conducting on-site visits and completing the Kansas Food Service Management Company
(CONTRACTOR) Monitoring Form (Form 14-A) for each site at least two times per school year. The Food
Service Advisory Committee is also required to meet twice per year, and these meetings must be
documented with notes or minutes.
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Copies of all completed and signed Kansas FSMC Monitoring Form(s) (Form 14-A), along with Food /\
Service Advisory Committee minutes from each semester, must be submitted to KSDE each spring

with the FSMC Renewal Addendum or procurement of a new contract. FSMC Renewal documents will

be sent to sponsors in March.

Administrative Review Results Available

The results from Administrative Reviews are posted at www.ksde.gov, Data Central, Child Nutrition &
Wellness Reports. Select the reports for School Nutrition Program: Administrative Review Findings and
School Nutrition Program: Administrative Review Commendations.

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) OR Seamless Summer Option (SSO)?

Summer meal programs aim to bridge the nutrition gap during summer and ensure children receive
the nutritious meals they need. School sponsors can choose to operate either the Summer Food
Service Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer Option (SSO). A Comparison of Summer Meal
Programs has been developed to explain these two options and help sponsors determine the right fit.
It is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SFSP, SFSP What's New. If you are a school sponsor and
would like to discuss these options, contact our Topeka office at (785) 296-2276 or your child nutrition
consultant. Multiple summer meal training opportunities are available - see details under the
“Professional Development & Training” section below.

SUN Bucks 2026

SUN Bucks, also known as Summer EBT, is a program to help families buy food for their school-aged
children during the summer. SUN Bucks auto-enrollment was completed on February 21 and 22, and
notices have been sent to those households. If a child’s household did not receive a letter from the
Department for Children and Families (DCF) regarding SUN Bucks eligibility, they can apply through
the DCF Self-Service Portal at dcfapp.kees.ks.gov. SUN Bucks benefits will be issued in summer 2026.
Updates about the distribution timeline will be shared as details become available. More information
and FAQs can be found on the SUN Bucks webpage at SUNBucks.dcf.ks.gov.

USDA Updates

SP 02-2026 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030 - Eat Real Food

On January 7, 2026, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) released the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030 (Guidelines) accessible at
https://cdn.realfood.gov/DGA.pdf. These Guidelines place real food, defined as whole, nutrient-dense
and naturally occurring, back at the center of our diets. Find out more about the Guidelines and the New
Pyramid at https://realfood.gov/. USDA Food and Nutrition Service has issued a memorandum to Child
Nutrition Program Regional Office and State Agency Directors: SP 02-2026, CACFP 01-2026, SFSP 01-
2026: “Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030 - Eat Real Food." This memorandum and its
attachments provide information and guidance on the updated Guidelines.

SP 03-2026 Incorporating Local Beef into Child Nutrition Program Meals

USDA Food and Nutrition Service is pleased to share the SP 03-2026, CACFP 02-2026, SFSP 02-2026,
Incorporating Local Beef into Child Nutrition Program Meals memorandum. This memorandum
provides helpful resources and strategies for Child Nutrition Program (CNP) operators and ranchers
to incorporate local beef into school meals. Resource topics cover procurement, funding resources,
food safety, crediting, and technical assistance contacts from the Farm to School Program. This
memorandum is in support of Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins’ commitment to American beef
and the recently published USDA Plan to Fortify the American Beef Industry.
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Professional Development & Training /\
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to SNP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training,
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links or registration
information. Upcoming trainings include:

¢ Introduction to SFSP on March 3 from 2-3 p.m.

e Civil Rights Compliance & Confidentiality in CNPs on March 4 from 2-3 p.m.

e Food Safety Basics on March 11 from 2-5 p.m.

e SFSP Renewal Training on March 12 from 2-3 p.m.

e SFSP Annual Administrative Training on March 31 from 1-4 p.m.

e Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas on April 1 from 2-3 p.m.

e Summer Meals: Best Practices in Non-Congregate Meal Service on April 2 from 2-3 p.m.

e Request to Use Electronic Transactions on April 7 from 9-11 a.m.

e Thriving Through School Wellness and Farm to Plate on April 9 in Wichita

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to https://cnw.ksde.gov,
Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) at
https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal:

¢ Introduction to Yeast Breads (1 hour) - under General Classes

e Stress Management for the Superhero (1 hour) - under General Classes

e 2026 Wellness Wednesdays: Seed Oils (1 hour) - under General Classes

¢ Summer Meals: Best Practices for Serving Up Success (1 hour) - under Summer Meals

If you would like to schedule an in-service, culinary coach session, or have questions about
professional development, contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Culinary Coaches Training Program

This training opportunity allows sponsors to request in-person, hands-on culinary training conducted
at their site. Sponsors can choose from five training topics: Critical Culinary Skills, Knife Basics,
Cooking Basics, and Baking Basics: Quick Breads or Yeast Breads. The sessions are led by trained
culinary coaches and focus on developing culinary skills that will better enable child nutrition program
sponsors to prepare scratch and speed scratch recipes. If interested in scheduling a culinary coach
session, please contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Annual Procurement Training - REQUIRED

School nutrition program directors, management, and/or staff who work on procurement activities
must complete procurement training annually. All sponsors must complete at least one hour of
procurement training by June 30, 2026. A one-hour training, Procurement 101: The Basics, was held
on January 20. Another live virtual opportunity for this presentation will be on May 19 from 2-3 pm.
The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. This training is
also available on the KSDE Training Portal at https://learning.ksde.org under K12 Staff, Child Nutrition
& Wellness: Procurement.
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Introduction to the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) - March 3 /\
Is your sponsor interested in operating the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) this year? Join KSDE
for an Introduction to SFSP training on March 3 from 2 to 3 p.m. This training will provide a high-level
overview of SFSP operations including sponsor responsibilities, meal planning and documentation,
claiming and reimbursement, and resources available. The training link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Civil Rights Compliance & Confidentiality in Child Nutrition Programs - March 4

Meeting USDA civil rights requirements and protecting confidential information are important
responsibilities of child nutrition program operators. Join KSDE on March 4 from 2-3 p.m. to learn
about these requirements and explore resources and information available to assist in carrying out
these responsibilities. Free and reduced price meal applications and what information may or may
not be disclosed will also be discussed. The training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

Request to Use Electronic Transactions - April 7

Sponsors who wish to use an online application, an online enrollment & income eligibility form, or
accept electronic signatures on any child nutrition form, including the Consent for Disclosure, must
complete the Request to Use Electronic Transactions in Child Nutrition Programs form located on the
Checklist tab in KN-CLAIM. This training will explain the requirements of online systems and how to
complete the online system review process with KSDE. It will be held on Tuesday, April 7 from 9-11
a.m., and the training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Thriving Through School Wellness and Farm to Plate - April 9 in Wichita

The Health and Wellness Coalition of Wichita will hold their annual Working Well Conference on Friday,
April 10 in Wichita. KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will be offering a pre-conference session on
Thursday, April 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. This session is free and will focus on school wellness policies
and Farm to Plate. Attendees will learn about the importance of local school wellness policies and
the related state and federal requirements. Resources, tools, and best practices for meeting wellness
policy requirements will be reviewed, and the Wellness Impact Tool in KN-CLAIM will be demonstrated.
Attendees will also learn how Farm to Plate can be an impactful strategy for supporting student health
and wellness. Kansas Farm to Plate initiatives and opportunities will be discussed. Registration is
available at https://hwcwichita.org/worksite-wellness/working-well-conference/registration/

Working Well Conference - April 10 in Wichita

The Health & Wellness Coalition of Wichita invites you to join them at their annual Working Well
Conference on Friday, April 10 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Wichita. The goal of the conference is for
individuals to leave with a renewed focus and energy to make a positive impact on the health and
well-being of each organization's most important resource - their people. This year's theme, Rooted in
Strength: Thriving in Any Environment, will focus on cultivating a thriving environment where your
team can put down roots and flourish, no matter the challenges faced. For more information and to
register, please visit the conference website at https://hwcwichita.org/worksite-wellness/working-well-
conference/
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N
New Resources
Deadline Extended! 2026 Farm to School & Early Childhood Education (ECE) Institute
The application deadline for the 2026 Heartland Farm to School and Early Care and Education (ECE)
Institute has been extended until March 315! The year-long Institute kicks off June 2026 with a retreat
where teams will engage in action planning to set programmatic goals with the assistance of a coach
and learn through educational sessions. Following the retreat, teams will implement their Farm to
Plate action plans with the support of the Institute network consisting of their coach, organizations
across the three states, and the cohort of participating teams. The Institute aims to promote the three
tenets of Farm to School (Procurement, School Gardens, and Education) as well as the Three
C's (Classrooms, Cafeterias, and Communities) through School-led Farm to Plate initiatives.

Participation in the Institute is free, and travel expenses are covered as part of the program. The
Heartland Farm to School and ECE Institute application can be found on the Child Nutrition and
Wellness website at cnw.ksde.gov under Farm to Plate, What's New. For more information or
questions regarding the Institute, contact Eryn Davis at eryn.davis@ksde.gov or (785) 296-5060.

Salad Bars to Schools Grant Available

Salad Bars to Schools (SB2S) is a grant program that provides schools and districts with everything
needed to implement salad bars effectively as a part of a reimbursable meal, while supporting a
journey to more scratch cooking and values-aligned procurement. The Salad Bars to Schools program
grants K-12 schools everything needed to install a salad bar - including salad bar equipment and all
accessories, marketing materials, and comprehensive online training courses through the School
Food Institute.

The 2026 grant application is now open to K-12 school districts that participate in the National School
Lunch Program with an enrollment of at least 100 students per school site. Apply by March 31 at The
Lunch Box | Salad Bars to Schools.

Culinary Institute of Child Nutrition (CICN)

The Culinary Institute of Child Nutrition (CICN), a division of the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN), offers
a wide range of resources and training opportunities designed to strengthen culinary skills within
child nutrition programs. Their offerings include training programs, recipes, monthly webinars, and
instructional videos covering baking techniques, basic kitchen equipment, knife skills, and much more.
Explore all the CICN resources at https://theicn.org/cicn.

Earn a FREE Culinary Kit for Your School Kitchen!

Does your kitchen need a new digital scale or blender? Participate in the Local Foods Culinary Training
on the KSDE Training Portal and earn a free culinary kit for your school kitchen! Each school kitchen
with a staff member completing the training is eligible to receive a culinary toolkit consisting of
a dough cutter, wire whisk, digital scale, and blender (1 kit per school kitchen), while supplies
last. Instructions for completing the survey to receive the toolkit are posted at the end of the online
training. This 2-hour training features Kansas products and producers, gives helpful information on
how to implement Farm to Plate in Kansas Child Nutrition Programs, and provides recipes and
culinary tips for incorporating the Kansas products featured in the training into local menus. Go to
https://learning.ksde.org, K12 Staff, Child Nutrition & Wellness: General Classes, Local Foods Culinary
Training (2 Hours), to access the training.
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As always, if you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your Child /\
Nutrition Consultant or the Topeka office at (785) 296-2276.

For more information, contact:

A'f) Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
” Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA ‘( / (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
—_— . }
__/- Karsans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General Counsel,
KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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