KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, Child Nutrition & Wellness

Monthly Update \

School Nutrition Programs N

May 5, 2026
Distributed to the School Nutrition Program Authorized Representatives Listserv and the Food Service
Directors Listserv and posted at https://cnw.ksde.gov, SNP, SNP Monthly Updates

Important Updates, Reminders, & Deadlines

Happy (Belated) School Lunch Hero Day!

As we conclude this school year, the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness team would like to extend a
heartfelt THANK YOU for all the effort you've put into providing students with healthy, nutritious
meals throughout the year. Remember to share your School Lunch Hero Day and end-of-year
celebrations by using the hashtag #FuelingKSKids! If you're not on social media, feel free to email
pictures of the great meals and activities offered in your programs to any member of the KSDE Child
Nutrition & Wellness team. We look forward to collaborating with you this summer as you prepare
for the next school year!

May Town Hall - May 14

Agenda items for the May Town Hall include School Nutrition Program (SNP) renewal training and
updates to the Certificate in Child Nutrition Management. Plan to join KSDE Child Nutrition &
Wellness on Thursday, May 14 at 2 p.m. at this link: Join the meeting now (Meeting ID: 241 814 717
448 Passcode: hW7Wy3Ax). The link is also available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW
Calendar.

Town Hall in June & July
There will not be regularly scheduled Town Hall meetings in June or July unless new guidance is
received from USDA. Town Hall meetings will resume in August.

Buy American Accommodation Procedures for SY 2025-26 - REQUIRED Survey

The Buy American accommodation process provides KSDE the ability to approve temporary relief for
Sponsors that demonstrate they cannot meet the thresholds for non-domestic food purchases
established in 7 CFR 210.21(d)(5) and 7 CFR 220.16(d)(5). The first threshold limit for non-domestic
food purchases began in SY 2025-26 and requires that non-domestic food purchases are below an
annual threshold of 10% of total commercial food expenditures. All school sponsors are required
to complete a Buy American Accommodation Process for SY 2025-26 survey. The survey is
available at this link: Buy American Accommodation Process for School Year 2025-2026 Survey

Claim Deadlines for State Fiscal Year-End

School Nutrition Program (SNP) claims will be processed on the first and third Tuesdays in May, as
has been the recent schedule. In June, claims will be processed on Tuesday, June 2, and Monday,
June 8. SNP April and May claims submitted and in “Approved” status by 8 a.m. on Monday, June 8
will be paid and money deposited on Thursday, June 11. April and May claims not in “Approved”
status by that time will not be paid until July due to the state fiscal year-end closeout and will not
receive the State Match reimbursement. The State Match re-apportionment payment will be
processed on Monday, June 8 with direct deposit on Thursday, June 11.

\L
KANSAS
STATE DEPARTMENT OF Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

EDUCATION


https://cnw.ksde.gov/
https://cnw.ksde.gov/
https://cnw.ksde.gov/training/cnw-calendar
https://cnw.ksde.gov/training/cnw-calendar
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-E/section-210.21#p-210.21(d)(5)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-220/section-220.16#p-220.16(d)(5)
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMRL6H7

SNP Monthly Update - May 5, 2026 Page 2

SNP claims submitted after the June 8 deadline will still be paid (assuming the 60-day deadline is
met), but they will not receive the State Match portion of the reimbursement. They will not get
processed until the state accounting system re-opens in July, with anticipated direct deposit being
Friday, July 10. Remember, the April claim deadline for original submissions and upward revisions is
Monday, June 29.

Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program (FFVP) claims will also need to be submitted and approved in KN-
CLAIM by 8 a.m. on Monday, June 8 for payment to direct deposit on Thursday, June 11.

Adult Meal Prices

The price charged for adult meals must be sufficient to cover the overall cost of the meal, including
the value of cash-in-lieu of commodities. If cost data is not available, the sponsor should set the
adult meal charge at least equal to the highest paid student price plus paid reimbursement. In non-
pricing programs (district-wide Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) and RCCls), the adult charge
must be at least equal to the free reimbursement rate.

Reimbursement Rates

Reimbursement rates for July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027 will be posted at https://cnw.ksde.gov
under Key Links, Reimbursement Rates when they are available from USDA. Rates are typically
released in mid-July.

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) - Deadline to Apply is June 30

Schools electing the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) for SY 2026-27 must complete the CEP
Application in KN-CLAIM by June 30. For questions about CEP or completing the application,
sponsors can contact their child nutrition consultant or the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness office at
(785) 296-2276.

For more information on CEP, attend the CEP Training on Tuesday, May 5 from 2 to 3 p.m. The
training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

2026 Senate Sub. for HB 2402 - Required for PY 2028 CEP Decisions

The Kansas Legislature recently passed “2026 Senate Sub. for HB 2402,” which goes into effect on
July 1. This law states that, if a public school district has one or more schools with at least 50% of
students qualifying for free meals through direct certification, which would be an identified student
percentage of 50%, the board of education must take action to either participate or not participate
in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP). If participation in CEP is desired, the board must vote to
officially affirm participation. If the board determines that participation in CEP would cause financial
hardship, the board must demonstrate the financial hardship in an open public meeting. The board
must then vote to declare that the eligible school or school district does not elect to participate in
CEP.

This law does not go into effect until July 1. Since the CEP deadline is June 30, this will not be
required until the end of next school year, when districts are making CEP decisions for PY
2027-28. Sponsors with questions can contact the KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness office at (785)
296-2276.
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Retirements /\

Please inform your child nutrition consultant of any upcoming retirements. KSDE Child Nutrition &
Wellness will acknowledge them with a letter and certificate.

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Outreach

All SNP Sponsors are required to conduct outreach for the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). If
your Sponsor does not have SFSP sites, consider posting a link to the site locator tool on the school
website or providing the link on a flyer to send home with students. This would allow families to find
a location to receive free meals at sites across Kansas. The site locator tool is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under SFSP, SFSP Locate a Site Near You. KSDE also has free site locator
business cards. The cards contain a QR code to access the “Locate a Site Near You"” website. Email
CNW@ksde.gov to request the business cards.

Various texting services and hunger hotlines are also available. The automated texting service that
connects families to local summer meal sites is 914-342-7744. Individuals can text a question that
contains a keyword such as “food” or “summer meals”. Parents and caregivers can also text the word
“food” or “comida” to 304-304 to find the nearest meal sites through the No Kid Hungry Hotline. The
USDA National Hunger Hotline number is also available - individuals can call 1-866-3-HUNGRY or 1-
877-8-HAMBRE to speak with a representative who will find food resources such as meal sites, food
banks, and other nearby social services.

Sponsors Serving Meals through Seamless Summer Option (SSO)

Sponsors that plan to operate the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) in May and/or June must update
PY 2026 information in KN-CLAIM. The Seamless Summer Option in Summer 2026 resource will
provide instructions for the required KN-CLAIM updates for SSO election. It is available in KN-CLAIM
under Quick References, View SNP References, Seamless Summer Option (SSO).

Sponsors that plan to operate SSO in July and/or August must complete and be approved for SY
2026-27 operations PRIOR to July 1. While completing program renewal, Sponsors operating SSO in
July and/or August must indicate “Seamless Summer Option Only” within the Summer Meals section
of each site where SSO meals will be served. Select and enter the Site Qualification information that
reflects how the site qualifies to serve summer meals. Indicate the days on which meals will be
served for July and/or August in the Operating Schedule table. Designate the days of operation and
complete the meal service table specific for summer meal distribution. For rural sites, indicate if
meals will be served non-congregate, congregate, or both.

SUN Bucks 2026

SUN Bucks, also known as Summer EBT, is a program to help families buy food for their school-aged
children during the summer. SUN Bucks auto-enrollment was completed in February, and notices
have been sent to those households. If a child’s household did not receive a letter from the
Department for Children and Families (DCF) regarding SUN Bucks eligibility, they can apply through
the DCF Self-Service Portal at dcfapp.kees.ks.gov. SUN Bucks benefits will be issued in summer 2026.
Updates about the distribution timeline will be shared as details become available. More
information, FAQs, and informational flyers in both English and Spanish can be found on the SUN
Bucks webpage at SUNBucks.dcf.ks.gov.
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Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program - Application Deadline is May 29 \
The application to participate in the Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program (FFVP) for SY 2026-27 is
available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, SNP What's New. The FFVP provides all children in
participating elementary schools with a variety of free fresh fruits and vegetables throughout the
school year. It is an effective and creative way of introducing fresh fruits and vegetables as healthy
snack options. Participation in the FFVP is limited to elementary schools, with priority given to
schools with the highest percentage of students eligible for free or reduced price school meals.

To apply for the FFVP, complete the application and return it to KSDE no later than May 29. Schools
selected to participate will be notified this summer. Participating schools will be reimbursed for their
documented expenses every month. If you have any questions, please contact the Child Nutrition &
Wellness office at CNW@ksde.gov or (785) 296-2276.

Body Venture Exhibit - Request to Schedule Deadline is May 31

Body Venture is KSDE's traveling health education exhibit for students in grades K-5. This exciting
exhibit can visit approximately 90-100 schools next school year. The Body Venture experience helps
students learn why it is important to “Eat Smart. Play Hard.” The Request to Schedule Body Venture
form for SY 2026-27 is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov, SNP, SNP What's New. Submit your request
by May 31, 2026.

Kansans CAN 2025-26 Best Practice Awards - Nomination Deadline is June 30

The purpose of the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards is to encourage and reward outstanding
practices in Child Nutrition & Wellness Programs in Kansas. We encourage you and your staff to
make nominations for outstanding and/or innovative practices. A simple one-page nomination form
is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under SNP, SNP What's New. Nominations are due to the Child
Nutrition & Wellness office on or before June 30. Awardees will be notified by July 31, and
presentations will be made at the August State Board of Education meeting. Please contact any Child
Nutrition & Wellness team member for assistance with the application process. We look forward to
receiving your nominations and celebrating the Kansans CAN Best Practice Awards at the August
State Board of Education Meeting!

Kansas City Food Hub Minimal Processing Program to Be Named After Barb Depew

The Kansas City Food Hub is establishing a minimally processed program within the Mid-Continent
Library's Culinary Center. This initiative aims to take imperfect produce from member farmers and
transform it into minimally processed items ready for school salad bars and snack times. The
program is designed to provide farmers with an additional market for their produce while also
reducing barriers to serving local food in school meals. The program will begin next year, providing
minimally processed produce to the Lee’s Summit School District, with hopes to expand service to
other districts in the future. The program will be named in honor of Barb Depew, former KSDE Child
Nutrition & Wellness Farm to Plate Project Director, to recognize and celebrate her dedication as a
continuous champion of Farm to School initiatives. Congratulations, Barb!

USDA FNS Deputy Under Secretary Visits USD 497 Lawrence

USDA Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) Deputy Under Secretary Patrick Penn and Mountain Plains
Region Acting Child Nutrition Director Josh McDaniel recently visited two schools at USD 497 Lawrence
Public Schools on April 9: Community Connections at Pickney and Hillcrest Elementary School.
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At Community Connections, the group toured the Community Connections Bakery. The bakery
produces baked goods for the district and serves students ages 18 to 21 with disabilities who have
completed graduation requirements but need additional support to reach postsecondary goals. At
the bakery, students gain hands-on work experience, building job skills in real-world settings while
contributing to meals served across the district.

The visit continued at Hillcrest Elementary, where Deputy Under Secretary Penn and Director
McDaniel joined students for breakfast. They spoke directly to the Hillcrest nutrition team,
expressing their gratitude and recognizing the essential role that school meals play in promoting
student health, learning, and a sense of belonging. This visit provided federal nutrition leaders with
a firsthand look at what makes Kansas school meal programs special.

USDA Updates

SP 06-2026, Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Year 2026-2027

On April 13, 2026 USDA Food and Nutrition Service released the policy memorandum, Paid Lunch
Equity: Guidance for School Year 2026-2027 (SP 06-2026). Consistent with USDA Secretary Brooke
Rollins’ commitment to clarifying statutory, regulatory, and administrative requirements for the
nutrition assistance programs, this memorandum provides guidance on the Paid Lunch Equity
requirements for School Year 2026-2027.

SP 07-2026, School Meal Programs: Reviewing Product-Based Added Sugars Limits for
Breakfast Cereals, Flavored Milk, and Yogurt

Aligned with Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins’ commitment to encouraging healthy choices,
healthy outcomes, and healthy families, the goal of the USDA Child Nutrition Programs is to provide
nutritious, balanced meals to children. To uphold that commitment to health, USDA maintains
nutrition standards and meal pattern requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs that align with
the goals of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, ensuring children get a variety of nutrients and are
offered all the components of a healthy diet.

The Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans final rule (89 FR 31962) was published on April 25, 2024, and includes product-based
added sugars limits for flavored milk, breakfast cereals, and yogurt. Please note, with the release of
the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) will work to
update regulations through the rulemaking process. In the interim, States and school food
authorities may elect to reduce sugar beyond the maximum limits included in the 2024 final rule.
Until FNS updates the meal patterns, school food authorities must provide meals that meet current
nutrition requirements. Memorandum SP 07-2026 assists State agencies in assessing compliance
with product-based added sugars limits for breakfast cereals, flavored milk, and yogurt, which took
effect on July 1, 2025. The policy memo will be posted on the USDA website soon.

To assist school food authorities and State agencies in implementing the product-based added
sugars limits, USDA is releasing an oversight tool. As USDA oversight tools continue to be updated,
the School Meal Programs Administrative Review materials will include instructions on reviewing
product-based added sugars limits through a streamlined review of meal pattern requirements.
Until then, State agencies can use the information in Memorandum SP 07-2026 and the USDA
Product-Based Added Sugars Limits Tool to conduct oversight.
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Professional Development & Training /\
Training Opportunities
Many opportunities for learning are available to SNP sponsors. Go to https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training,
CNW Calendar to access the schedule of live classes with dates, times, and links or registration
information. Upcoming trainings include:

e Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Training on May 5 from 2-3 p.m.

e« Balancing Budgets & Better Meals: Cost Control Strategies on May 6 from 2-3:30 p.m.

¢ May Town Hall on May 14 from 2-3 p.m.

e Procurement 101: The Basics on May 19 from 2-3 p.m.

e Food Safety Basics on May 20 from 2-5 p.m.

e SNP Annual Administrative Training on June 2 from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

e Nutrition Standards for School Meals on June 16 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

e Calculating Components on June 23 from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

e SNP Determining Eligibility on June 25 from 2-4 p.m.

On-demand training is offered 24/7 on the KSDE Training Portal. Create an account at
https://learning.ksde.org. For detailed instructions on creating an account, go to
https://cnw.ksde.gov, Training. On-demand training is also available from the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) at https://theicn.org, Training, iLearn. New to the KSDE Training Portal:

e 2026 Wellness Wednesdays: Pesticides (1 hour) under General Classes

¢ Request to Use Electronic Transactions (1 hour) under General Classes

e SNP Allowable Costs (30 min) under Tutorials, SNP Tutorials

If you would like to schedule an in-service, culinary coach session, or have questions about
professional development, contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Culinary Coaches Training Program

This training opportunity allows sponsors to request in-person, hands-on culinary training conducted
at their site. Sponsors can choose from five training topics: Critical Culinary Skills, Knife Basics,
Cooking Basics, and Baking Basics: Quick Breads or Yeast Breads. The sessions are led by trained
culinary coaches and focus on developing culinary skills that will better enable child nutrition
program sponsors to prepare scratch and speed scratch recipes. If interested in scheduling a culinary
coach session, please contact Holly Steinlage at holly.steinlage@ksde.gov.

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Training - May 5

This training will provide an overview of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) and cover eligibility
requirements, reimbursement, and next steps to participating in CEP. It will be held virtually on
Tuesday, May 5 from 2 to 3 p.m., and the training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under
Training, CNW Calendar.

Balancing Budgets & Better Meals: Cost Control Strategies - May 6

The May monthly professional development training will be held virtually on May 6 from 2 to 3:30
p.m. This training will provide practical strategies for managing program costs while maintaining
high-quality, appealing meals. Key cost control strategies such as menu planning, forecasting,
portion management, and smart purchasing practices will be covered. The training link is available
at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

\
KAN SAS/(

STATE DEPARTMENT OF ,
EDUCATION Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.


https://cnw.ksde.gov/
https://learning.ksde.org/
https://cnw.ksde.gov/
https://theicn.org/
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn
mailto:holly.steinlage@ksde.gov
mailto:holly.steinlage@ksde.gov
https://cnw.ksde.gov/
https://cnw.ksde.gov/training/cnw-calendar
https://cnw.ksde.gov/
https://cnw.ksde.gov/training/cnw-calendar

SNP Monthly Update - May 5, 2026 Page 7
Annual Procurement Training (REQUIRED) - May 19 /\
School nutrition program directors, management, and/or staff who work on procurement activities

must complete procurement training annually. All sponsors must complete at least one hour of
procurement training by June 30, 2026. A one-hour training, Procurement 101: The Basics, was

held on January 20, and a repeat session will be held virtually on May 19 from 2 to 3 p.m. The

training link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. This training is also

available on the KSDE Training Portal at https://learning.ksde.org under K12 Staff, Child Nutrition &
Wellness: Procurement.

SNP Annual Administrative Training (REQUIRED) - June 2
Sponsors should make plans to attend SNP Annual Administrative Training. At least one
representative from each Sponsor must complete this training. Live virtual options include:
e SNP Annual Administrative Training - June 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
e SNP/CACFP Annual Administrative Training - July 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The training links are available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar. The training
will be recorded and available on the KSDE Training Portal at a later date.

Menu Planning for School Meals Training

KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will be hosting in-person "Menu Planning for School Meals" training
sessions this summer. This six-hour training is intended for individuals responsible for menu
planning; it will cover the basics of the School Nutrition Program meal pattern then break down how
to calculate components. Attendees will practice calculating components through multiple activities
with guidance from instructors. The training will be held in the locations listed below from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. To register, email Pam Rosebaugh at pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov with the location you
plan to attend.

e Manhattan - June 3 e Dodge City - June 17
e Oakley -June 4 e Haysville - July 8
e Chanute-June9 e DeSoto-July 16

Nutrition Standards for School Meals Training - June 16

In this training, participants will learn menu planning requirements for breakfast and lunch. The
training will also cover documentation requirements, meal modifications, and effective menu
planning strategies. It will be held virtually on June 16 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and the training
link is available at https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Calculating Components Training - June 23
By utilizing the USDA Food Buying Guide, this training will help participants learn how to calculate
component contributions. Participants will learn how to calculate grain and meat/meat alternate
ounce equivalences and fruit and vegetable yields. Join the virtual training on June 25 from 8:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. It will be broken into three different sections, as shown below. Participants can join any (or
all) of the sessions based on their training needs. Training links are available at https://cnw.ksde.gov
under Training, CNW Calendar.

e Grains-8:30to 10:30 a.m.

e Fruits & Vegetables - 10:40 a.m. to 12:40 p.m.

e Meat/Meat Alternates - 1 to 3 p.m.
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SNP Determining Eligibility Training - June 25 \
This training will discuss the various ways in which student eligibility for free and reduced price
meals can be established. The two main options, direct certification and applications, will be
discussed. Participants will practice determining free and reduced price eligibility through example
applications. It will be held virtually on June 25 from 2 to 4 p.m., and the training link is available at
https://cnw.ksde.gov under Training, CNW Calendar.

Healthier Kansas Menus Culinary Workshops

KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will host regional culinary workshops featuring new recipes from
the revised Healthier Kansas Menus throughout July. All school nutrition program staff, regardless of
their culinary skill levels, are invited to participate. Attendees will learn new culinary techniques and
discover how to effectively incorporate local foods into their menus by preparing and taste testing
recipes. The training will be held in the locations listed below from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. To register,
email Pam Rosebaugh at pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov with the location you plan to attend.

e Andover - July 7 e Dodge City - July 15
e Hays-July8 e Topeka - July 21
e Scott City - July 14 e Abilene - July 22

Baking Boot Camp
KSDE Child Nutrition & Wellness will host in-person “Baking Boot Camp” trainings this summer. This
two-day training is intended for school bakers and aspiring school bakers. Participants will learn about
the baking process and techniques for baking in quantity production. Quick breads will be covered on
day one; yeast breads will be covered on day two. The training will be held at the locations listed below
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on both days. A $25 fee will be assessed per attendee, per day. To register,
email Pam Rosebaugh at pam.rosebaugh@ksde.gov with the location you plan to attend and whether
you'll be attending day one (quick breads), day two (yeast breads), or both days.

e Topeka - July 29 & 30

e Hays-August5&6

New Resources

Harvest of the Month Materials

Child Nutrition & Wellness will be placing an order for additional Harvest of the Month materials.
Materials include posters, static clings and stickers for each month of the calendar year. If you are
interested in receiving Harvest of the Month materials, please contact Eryn Davis at
eryn.davis@ksde.gov or 785-296-5060.

Earn a FREE Culinary Kit for Your School Kitchen!

Does your kitchen need a new digital scale or blender? Participate in the Local Foods Culinary
Training on the KSDE Training Portal and earn a free culinary kit for your school kitchen! Each school
kitchen with a staff member completing the training is eligible to receive a culinary toolkit
consisting of a dough cutter, wire whisk, digital scale, and blender (1 kit per school kitchen),
while supplies last. Instructions for completing the survey to receive the toolkit are posted at the
end of the online training. This 2-hour training features Kansas products and producers, gives
helpful information on how to implement Farm to Plate in Kansas Child Nutrition Programs, and
provides recipes and culinary tips for incorporating the Kansas products featured in the training into
local menus. Go to https://learning.ksde.org, K12 Staff, Child Nutrition & Wellness: General Classes,
Local Foods Culinary Training (2 Hours), to access the training.
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As always, if you have questions or need technical assistance, please contact your Child /\
Nutrition Consultant or the Topeka office at (785) 296-2276.

For more information, contact:

A'f) Kelly Chanay Kansas State Department of Education
” Director, Child Nutrition & Wellness 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
USDA ‘( / (785) 296-2276 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
— . )
__/- Karsans https://cnw.ksde.gov (785) 296-3201
CAN kelly.chanay@ksde.gov www.ksde.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in
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